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around us. Parents, kids, and teachers are all essential to the success of the Co-op. As you begin to think about the new year, 
please consider serving on the board.  You can review the job descriptions in the handbook on the webpage.  Board 
nominations will open following the General Meeting (February 12 at 7 pm in the Peace Sanctuary).  Please note that one 
member from each family is required to attend that General Meeting.  We look forward to updating you on the happenings 
at the preschool.  

We will be having some exciting events coming in the new year. Our Mom2Mom sale will be held March 9.  We encourage 
you to sign up to sell your thing at a table or to attend and shop! We will also need people to work the sale and bake sale. 
 Keep an eye out for more information coming from our events and fundraising chairpeople, Nicole Cochran and Emily 
Duncan.   

Looking forward to the second half of the year, it is hard to believe it is time to start thinking of the next school year. Our 4s 
classes will be moving on to Young Fives or Kindergarten. Registration tours and meetings for Young Fives and Kindergarten 
will take place on February 26, 2019.  Kindergarten and Young Fives Roundup will be held on March 20 and 21. Please see 
the Dexter Community Schools’ Website for further registration information.   

The Co-op is proud to announce a new class offering: a Parent-Tot class. This class will be offered on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday evening of each month, the Parent-Tot class is a pilot program this year for the Co-op. It will be held from 
5:00-6:30 in our preschool classroom. It is an introductory preschool experience designed for younger children and their 
parent or caregiver. It is meant to help children in their first steps towards socialization and a love of learning. The program 
will include a theme-based experience offering art, sensory, music and circle time activities. It will be offered in three 
different 3-month sessions. Jessica Flaherty, who also teaches the 3-year-old preschool classes, will be the teacher for each 
session. Parents are required to stay with their child the entire time. Children should be 2 years old by the first day of class. 
Registration will be open February 2, 2019. 

For next year at the Co-op, our registration looks like this: 

Open House: Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2019 
Current 3s moving to 4s: February 2, 2019 
Alumni:  February 9, 2019 
Open Registration: February 23, 2019 

Enjoy 2019! 

Jessica DeLand 
Co-op President
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Letter from the President

Happy New Year! 

The first half the year has flown by. Our 3s are starting to look more like 4 year 
olds, and our 4 year olds are turning 5 and thinking about entering school.  The 
kids have built new friendships and strengthened old ones. In school, they have 
learned to work together to create a strong community, just as we have as the 
parents by working together to make the Co-op great. 

We continue to work to make our preschool strong through parent 
involvement. We have learned about and celebrated traditions over the 
holidays, learned safety skills, and developed our curiosity about our world
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Three-Year-Olds’ News
Letter from Mrs. Jessica
I am always working towards balancing the types of art experiences I have available in the classroom during open play and 
small group time. I have noticed many children in both classrooms gravitating towards using free play to “create art” using 
many different mediums. I will be offering many different types of process art projects through the remainder of the year to 
help build their budding creativity and desire to express themselves. Below is an excerpt from an article from the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) about process vs product art both in the classroom and at home. 
Take a look-there’s some great points! 
  
Happy creating! 
–Ms. Jessica 
  
Process Art Experiences Support Many Aspects of Children’s Development 
Physical Development: Your child’s small motor skills develop as he glues, draws, paints, and plays with clay or homemade 
dough.  Small motor skills are important for future writing. 
Language & Literacy Development: As you talk with your child her vocabulary expands when you name new art materials, 
tools, and concepts such as scissors, collage, purple, wide, sticky, and smooth. Your child often tells you about the ideas she’s 
expressing through the art and this type of conversation supports literacy development. 
Social and Emotional Development:  There is joy and self-exploration in self-expression. Art supports the development of self-
regulation and self-control as your child focuses, makes choices, and feels successful.  The ability to focus is important to 
future school success. 
Product Art Experiences Do Not Support Rich Learning 
Product art offers children a few learning opportunities (following directions and developing small motor control) but does 
not offer the rich opportunities for cognitive, language, and social and emotional development open ended art experiences 
offer. 
Clues To Identifying Product and Process Art 
Product Art: 
• Your child follows a sample, pattern, or model and follows instructions 
• Adults know in advance what the artwork will look like 
• There's a right way and a wrong way 
• Adults feel the need to "fix" the art 
• Patterns and cut-outs are easily available online 
Process Art: 
• There's no sample, pattern, or model 
• Your child explores lots of interesting materials 
• Adults have no idea what children will create 
• Your child wants to do more 
• The art is truly an "original" every time 
In addition, children react differently to these two types of art experiences.  
Children doing product art might say: 
• "Can I be done now?" 
• "Mine doesn't look right." 
• "I can't do this!" 
Children doing process art might say: 
• "Can I have more time?" 
• "Can I have more paper? 
• "Is there any yellow?" 
• "I want to make another one" 
Parents Can Offer Exploratory Process Art Experiences: 
• Provide a place for art materials such as a special bin or drawer 
• Save recycled materials (like magazines) children can later use to create collages 
• Include watercolor paints, finger paints, and offer brushes and interesting painting tools such as toothbrushes and potato 
mashers  
• Offer many drawing materials like markers, crayons, and colored pencils of different sizes. Also, tape, glue, and scissors 
• Have lots of blank paper (rather than coloring books) 
• Try art outside – use natural materials like leaves in art projects or paint outside for a change of setting 

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/supporting-development-creativity

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/supporting-development-creativity
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Four-Year-Olds’ News
Letter from Mrs. Holly

“Today is a great day to learn something new!”  It is wonderful to return to the Coop classroom and 
see the children, hear their stories of holiday adventures and settle into our weekly routines.   

Curriculum Notes 
Something new has been added to our meeting called “Let’s Write!”.  It is a fun way to make writing 
meaningful and interactive.  The “snack person” creates the message by answering a simple question 
that is written on chart paper.  The children read the message together, identify the letter of the week 
and other letters and sounds in the message.  This simple exercise exposes the children to the 
concepts of left to right progression, one to one correspondence and punctuation as well as showing 
them that print carries meaning.  The completed messages will be posted around the classroom for all 
to see.  The children will add a picture to their message at a later date and the pages available as a 
class book in the reading area. Our Handwriting Without Tears letter study will complement this 
activity. During the month of January we covered the letters J,D,and B and February will bring us 
through P,R and K.   

We kick off February with a field trip to Michigan Academy of Gymnastics.   This will be a special trip 
as the morning and afternoon classes will attend together.  More details will come from the session 
reps. February also brings a prediction from the groundhog and hopes for an early spring.  The 
classroom theme for February will be transportation as we explore how to travel on water, on land 
and in the air. Valentine’s Day will be celebrated with a class party on February 13th  where the 
children can exchange valentine cards.  We have 12 students in the AM class and 8 in the PM class. 
 This is a wonderful opportunity for meaningful name writing practice.  I urge you to have your child 
start early on this task and write a few cards at a time so they are all ready by the celebration. 

The coming months will be a busy time in the 4’s class.  Thank you for sending snowpants, boots, 
mittens, etc.  The children are showing much independence as they ready themselves for outside play. 
 Winter in Michigan can be wonderful! 

Thank you for all your support of the Dexter Coop.  Happy New Year! 

Holly Baker
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Save the Date 
• February 12     General Meeting at 7:00pm        

Gbbggggggggg (required by all families) 

• February 15     No School 

• February 18     No School 

• February 26     Open House 6:00-8:00pm 

• March 6           No School 

• March 23-31    No School (Spring Break) 

• April 1             No school 

• April 19           No School

Address: 
8620 Jackson Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48130


Phone: 
(734) 426-2491


Website: 
http://www.dextercoop.com

Dexter Cooperative Nursery School

2018-2019 Board Members

Jessica DeLand 
dextercooppresident@gmail.com 

Kristin Wheeler 
potter5747@aol.com 

Drake Reinert 
drake.reinert@gmail.com 

Catherine Johnson 
choliastos@yahoo.com 

Marta Coffer 
marta.coffer@gmail.com 

Bethany Folsom 
membership@dextercoop.com 

About the Editor

My name is Lyndsey Muscarella. My son is 
Finley from the 3AM class. This is my first 

year as editor. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions, comments, or concerns. 

Lyndsey Muscarella 
lyndsey.muscarella@gmail.com
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