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In This Issue
Hello, Co-op Families! 
  
Fall is always an exciting time for the Co-op, with new faces, new 
experiences, old friends and new friends. This fall has been no exception.   
  
As we covered in the general meeting, our enrollment is down this year, 
particularly in the 3s classes.  This does impact our budget quite 
significantly, which in turn, limits the fun “extras” we can bring into the 
classrooms.  Our fundraising committee has been hard at work putting 
together opportunities to raise funds.  Thanks to everyone for participating in 
the pie fundraiser and Creative Works.  Remember to sign up for Busch’s and 
Kroger’s give back programs, as well as Amazon Smile and FlipGive.  Don’t 
forget to keep saving things for the Mom2Mom sale that will take place in 
the spring.  And if fundraising just isn’t your thing, remember, we always take 
donations (keep grandparents in mind, too!).   
  
I’d like to THANK YOU so much for your attendance at the General Meeting 
in October.  It really “takes a village” to make the coop so successful.  We 
appreciate your active participation in your child’s education. 
  
Don’t forget get your new Co-op T-shirt! You can turn in your order forms to 
Sandy, the Publicity Chair.  This is a great way to get our name out into the 
community to spread the word about our special school.   
  
Fall brings us so many new experiences, as well as traditions. We have 
already been on our pumpkin field trips, school picture day has happened, 
and we have settled into our new classrooms. I look forward to the seasons 
changing and continuing to learn and grow with our kids here at the Co-op! 
  
Warmly, 
Jessica DeLand

Letter from the President

• 10/31             No School 

• 11/8-11/9       No School 

• 11/21-11/23   No School 

(Thanksgiving) 

• 12/4               No school 

• 12/22-1/6       No School                        

(Winter Break)

Save the Date
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Three-Year-Olds’ News
We spend a lot of time singing and dancing in the 3’s classes. I thought it might be 
beneficial to explain why it is such a pillar of our classroom. Music is a great way to 
build literacy, communication, community and friendship during school. It is a great 
connector to home and school since they most likely sing songs at home and can share 
the songs they learn at school at home with you. 
  
This article from the Carnegie Hall Corporation digs deeper into what makes early 
childhood education and music such a great pair: 

“These early years are also when children learn how to express and manage 
their feelings, as well as figure out how to read other people’s expressions and 
feelings, grasping how other minds work. Through music, children can invent 
games, songs, and stories that help them harness their feelings. Researchers 
observing music and movement classes have documented that participation in arts 
activities correlates with positive emotion for preschoolers and facilitates their 
ability to regulate their emotions. It may be that experience with musical concepts 
like stopping/starting, slowing down / speeding up, and verse/chorus provide 
children with the motivation to direct and modulate their behavior.  

                These benefits also apply to children’s communications and interactions with 
others their age. Music, with its tempo and rhythm, verses and choruses, provides 
clear structures that help children learn the rules and routines for being together. A 
kindergartener has to watch and listen as she plays a percussion piece with her 
class; at home, music can be a way to practice cooperation or to connect across 
generations.” (https://www.carnegiehall.org/Blog/2016/01/Why-Making-Music-
Matters-Music-and-Early-Childhood-Development) 

In our class we will continue to use music each day as part of our learning. We will use 
them as cues to move through our day, a way to enjoy each other’s company and 
release energy through movement and a fun strategy to work on following directions. 

Below are some of our favorite songs we have listened to since the start of school: 
“Clean It Up” by The Laurie Berkner Band 
“Octopus (Slippery Fish)” by Charlotte Diamond 
“I Wanna Be a Dog” by Charlotte Diamond 
“Rocketship Run” by The Laurie Berkner Band 

Here’s to a wonderful, music-filled year! 
Mrs. Jessica

Letter from Mrs. Jessica

https://www.carnegiehall.org/Blog/2016/01/Why-Making-Music-Matters-Music-and-Early-Childhood-Development
https://www.carnegiehall.org/Blog/2016/01/Why-Making-Music-Matters-Music-and-Early-Childhood-Development
https://www.carnegiehall.org/Blog/2016/01/Why-Making-Music-Matters-Music-and-Early-Childhood-Development
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Four-Year-Olds’ News

Light breeze, colorful leaves, bare trees...it must be Autumn. 

The 4 year old children have been exploring and experiencing the colorful change 
of the seasons.  We had a fun-filled field-trip to Chambers Farm where we harvested 
pumpkins, jumped on hay bales and fed farm animals. On the playground children 
have been noticing the changing colors on the trees and the crisp feeling in the air. 
 Fall is here! 

Literacy learning is an important part of our curriculum.  Everyday we read a story-
making predictions of what will happen next, noticing patterns and “reading along”. 
 Through art activities the children bring the story home to share with their family. 
 The 4 year old class has also enjoyed musical/dramatic play experiences:  Way Up 
High In The Apple Tree,  Five Little Freckled Frogs and Five Little Pumpkins Sitting 
On A Gate.  We re-enact these songs and stories to reinforce sequencing and pre-
reading skills. 

Our alphabet curriculum continues this month with the letters U,C and O.  We will 
explore what is under the ground and up in the sky, create color collages for our 
windows and beautiful Indian corn stalks for holiday decorations.  We will talk 
about our families and share how they prepare for the coming harvest celebration. 

As we think about the change of the seasons please check your child’s backpack to 
make sure their extra change of clothes are appropriate for colder weather.  Also it 
will soon be time to add mittens and hats to our outdoor wear.  Slip these into the 
sleeves of their jacket to get ready for outdoor play.  The children are working on 
mastery of these self care tasks- an important step towards independence.   

Mrs. Holly 

Letter from Mrs. Holly
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Reminders: 

• Winter is quickly approaching. 
When snow is on the ground, 
please send snow gear with your 
child to school on these days. We 
do play outside in the snow. 

• We follow Dexter Community 
School closings. If Dexter is closed 
due to weather, we will be too. 

• If you are assisting, please arrive 20 
minutes early to help your teacher 
prepare for the day. 

• The Deadline for Original Artwork 
is November 2nd. Please Submit to 
Emily (son, Bryant) Duncan in 
3AM.

Address: 
8620 Jackson Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48130


Phone: 
(734) 426-2491


Website: 
http://www.dextercoop.com

Dexter Cooperative Nursery School

2018-2019 Board Members

Jessica DeLand 
dextercooppresident@gmail.com 
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potter5747@aol.com 

Drake Reinert 
drake.reinert@gmail.com 

Catherine Johnson 
choliastos@yahoo.com 

Marta Coffer 
marta.coffer@gmail.com 

Bethany Folsom 
membership@dextercoop.com 

About the Editor

My name is Lyndsey Muscarella. My son is 
Finley from the 3AM class. This is my first 

year as editor. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions, comments, or concerns. 

Lyndsey Muscarella 
lyndsey.muscarella@gmail.com
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