
               
            

Save the Date! 

the 

Co-op  Connection 
Grow with your kids! 

Local Buzz...  
 

Halloween Treat Parade 
Main Street area, Ann Arbor 

(734) 668-7112 ext. 22 

Join the merchants of downtown Ann 
Arbor for the ninth annual Treat 
Parade. Area merchants will welcome 
costumed characters with greets and 
treats. Black and orange balloons fly 
from participating businesses. Get an 
early start and head to the Ann Arbor 
District Library on S. Fifth Ave. to get 
in the mood with a spooky story.  Two 
story times to choose from 9:30am and 
10:30 am.  All creatures are welcome! 
 

When: October 30, 2009,  

 11am to 5pm 
 

Cost:  This is a free event.  
 

Catch more Local Buzz on Page 5É 

Letter from the President 
 
Hello Everyone! I'm hoping this issue finds you settling (back) 
into some routine as the school year gets underway. We've had 
a great beginning! Our classes are nearly full, with just a few 
spots open in the afternoon 3/4's split. Please pass the word 
around Ð new students can still enroll. [Continued on Page 5] 

Picture Days 
This Week! 
Picture days: 

4s: Wed., 10/7  

3s:  Thurs., 10/8 

YouÕll receive details in 
your mailboxes. 

General 
October 7th, 7p.m. 
Please join our first 
General Meeting at 
Dexter United 
Methodist Church, 
Newkirk Hall.  

 

Field Trips! 
October 13 & 16th 
Pinckney Chambers 
Farm (3s) and DexterÕs 
Berryhill Farm! (4s). Be 
sure to check your 
mailboxes for details. 

 

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 9  E D I T I O N  

Lette f o



 

2 

the Co-op Connection October 2009 Edition 

Three Year Old News 

Note From Mrs. PamÉ.  
We are off to a great start in Preschool.  So far, the children know what Òcircle timeÓ is and they are 
good little listeners overall.  IÕm having lots of fun with them, getting to know them and hearing their 
little stories.  They are learning how to take turns, get in line and wait patiently for snack. We sing a little 

Òthank youÓ song before we eat our snack. 
 

Right now it is a little challenging to get them to 
sit still and listen to a story.  We are working on 
that.  Please talk to your children and let them 
know that circle time is a time for listening and 
learning!  This is new for them and it will take 
time.   
 
  We are learning about Autumn and I 
introduced the letter ÒLÓ for leaves.  Practice this 

letter at home.  Practice the sound it 
makes and practice writing it as 

well.  Be creative and use sticks or 
spaghetti noodles to make the letter L 
or other straight letters like T, E, F  
and Z.   
 
If I have any concerns about your child 
I will tell you.  No news is good news.  I try and let you know at the end of the 
day if there are any issues or concerns with your child. Overall, the day runs 

smoothly and the kids are adjusting wonderfully. I am proud of them and tell them often how great they 
are doing. 
 
Thank your for sharing your children with me.  They are so precious at this age and I am enjoying my 
job very much!  
 
 ~ Mrs. Pam 
 

Way up high in the apple tree 

Two red apples smiled at me 

I shook that tree as hard as I could 

And down came the apples 

MmmmÉwere they good! 

Apple Tree Song 

R e m i n d e r :  field trip money 
is due to me by O c t o b e r  
8 t h . Please put it in my 
mailbox with your childÕs 
name on it. Parents and 
sibs are free unless you 
pick a pumpkin as well.  
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Birthday Traditions From Around The Globe 
 

Canada. Greasing the nose with butter or margarine. The greased nose makes you 
too slippery for bad luck to catch you. 
 
China.  Noodles for lunch with gifts of money. 
 
Denmark.  Flying flags outside childÕs window and putting presents around the 

childÕs bed while they are sleeping. 
 

Holland. Special year birthdays such as 5, 10, 15, 20, and 21 are called Ôcrown years.Õ Children receive 
especially large gifts and parents decorate their dining chairs with garland, flowers or balloons. 
 
Hungary. When gifts are open, everyone pulls on the childÕs earlobe and says this rhyme: ÒGod bless 
you, live so long so your ears reach your anklesÓ 
 
Ireland. Birthday bumps Ð The child is lifted upside down and ÒbumpedÓ on the floor for good 
luckÉouch! 
 
Nepal. Mark child forehead for good luck with 
mixture of rice yogurt and color. 
 
Russia. Birthday pies with greetings carved on the 
crust. 
 
Vietnam. EveryoneÕs birthday is celebrated on 
new years day. Adults give all children red 
envelopes with ÒLucky MoneyÓ. 
 
 Twice the fun, half the wait! 

Julia Kirkey Õs family (4 a.m.) celebrates half 

birthdays with half a birthday cake! 

Happy Half-Birthday? 
Everyone has a birthday, but not all birthday celebrations are alike. Here in the 

US, we typically celebrate with the ÔHappy Birthday songÕ, cake, candles, presents 
and parties. And at our Co-op, we have a special chair and birthday snacks. 

ÒGrowing old is mandatory; 
growing up is optionalÓ 
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Four Year Old News 
Note from Mrs. JoanÉ  
 
Fall: the sights, sounds and smells.  ThereÕs nothing like 
the joy of the sounds of crunchy leaves under oneÕs feet.  
What a great time to learn through exploring and 
experiencing, first hand, what is taking place around us. 
The fours have tasted many different types of apples and 
have come up with many descriptive words for the 
different flavors. We made a bar graph showing our 
favorite apple. We have learned about Johnny Appleseed. 
Many of the kids loved using their Dinosaur voices when 

reciting the apple poem.   
 
I would like to thank all of you for a great beginning to this school year. 
IÕm sure all of you are savoring the pronounced developmental changes 
taking place in your child.  They are growing at a fast pace both physically 
and cognitively.   
 
This school year will bring many changes as well. Our hope is that their 
experiences in preschool will make the transition into 
kindergarten as smooth as possible. Our goal is to send 
each child off at the end of the year knowing the full 
alphabet and the sounds of each of the letters. Keep in 
mind that there is a huge range of interest and 
abilities at this age. Some of the kids already know 
their letters and can write them with ease, others 
might not be able to hold a pencil well and show 
little interest in trying. They will each pick things up 

when they are ready.  
 
Assisting in the classroom is so beneficial to you and your family; you are able to 
see first hand the differences and uniqueness of all the kids. We can gather ideas and learn from each 
other as we work with the kids. I love the way you have engaged the kids when they enter the room.  
Keep working hard, the effort placed into the children is always worth it. Your kids have a fantastic 
adult/children ratio this year. IÕm convinced thatÕs why we see the growth in our kids at the Co-Op.  
 
We will have an opportunity this mouth to visit Berryhill Farm. The kids will be able to go out and pick 
pumpkins and an apple.  Hopefully, the raspberries will still be available to pick too.  They are great 
right now; I have been out twice so far this fall.   
 
Please bring your concerns or questions to the General Meeting and as usual to me personally anytime.   
 
~ Mrs. Joan  
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PresidentÕs Tip: 
 

Write down dates on your calendar 
as soon as you get notice of them. 
It keeps extra clutter from lying 

around the house (or kitchen in my 
case), and you don't forget events, 
field trips, tuition, Òsnack assist,Ó 

and all the rest! 
 
 

Letter from the President (Continued) 

 
Our fundraisers are off to a great, early start. We are one of the 
first to do Little Caesar's Pizza, which should leave us knocking 
off our fundraising goal quickly! Keep your eyes open for more 
ways to raise money in the months ahead. 
 
Also, keep your eyes open to anyone who may be interested in 
contributing to the Co-op in any way. Let the board know if 
you or someone you know owns a business, would like to make 
a donation with the Co-op, or would simply like to have their 
business advertised in our newsletter. ItÕs a wonderful way to 
both help the Co-op, and get the word out about various 
businesses in our area. 
 
Well, the summer has come to a rather quick end. The weather 
is cooling down quickly, as fall is upon us. Remember to wrap 
your children up for cold weather, now that there is a bite in the 
air. The teachers will most likely go outside (unless its just nasty 
out), and no one wants to go down a slide in shorts when itÕs 
cold outside! :-) 
  
Thanks for all your hard work and contribution to making 
preschool the best it can be for our kids. We are going to have a 
lot of fun this year!  
 
D iane Jacob 

Dexter Co-Op Nursery 

2009-2010 Officers: 

 
President:  
Diane Jacob  
president@dextercoop.com  
 
Vice-President:  
Jodi Kniesteadt  
vicepresident@dextercoop.com  
 
Secretary:  
Cindy Cox  
secretary@dextercoop.com  
 
Treasurer:  
Toni Burrus  
treasurer@dextercoop.com  
 
Tuition Treasurer:  
Tracy Kapusansky  
tuitiontreasurer@dextercoop.com  
 
Membership Chairperson:  
Charissa Keller  
membership@dextercoop.com  
  

Teachers: 
 
3's Teacher:   
Mrs. Pam Wittenberg 
3teacher@dextercoop.com 
 
4's Teacher:   
Mrs. Joan Vladuchick 
4teacher@dextercoop.com 

 
Contact: 

 
Dexter Cooperative Nursery, Inc. 

 7643 W. Huron River Drive 
 P.O. Box 392, Dexter, MI 48130 

 (734) 426-2491 
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ÉMore Local BuzzÉ 
 

WiardÕs Orchards & Country Fair 

5565 Meritt Rd., Ypsilanti 

(734) 482-7744 

Wiard's Orchard and Country Fair has it all for fall: Apple Orchards, U Pick Apples, U Pick Pumpkins, a cider mill with 
cider mill donuts, bakery, pony rides, a corn maze, petting farm, giant inflatables, Old West hayrides, and more! Makes 
WiardÕs Country Fair a great place for fall adventure.  The-hand dipped caramel apples have people talking all over Metro 
Detroit!  Wiard's has been serving the community since 1853, growing beautiful farm fresh apples, baking awesome apple 
pies, and serving customers with a smile.  

When:  Sep. 19, 2009 - Nov. 01, 2009, Open W/Th/Fr  9:30- 3pm and Sat/Sun 10-6:00pm. Closed Mon/Tues. 

Cost: W-F $8.25, Sat-Sun $11.50 or $8.75 after 4:30pm.  

 
Fall Color Paddle 

Hudson Mills Metropark - 8801 N. Territorial Road, Dexter 

(734) 426-8211 

Hudson Mills Metropark to Dexter Huron Metropark is a beautiful stretch 
of river and one of southern Michigan's jewels. Let's hope Mother Nature 
will paint us some color for all to see! Bundle up because there may be a 
nip in the air. We'll stop at Dexter Cider Mills for cider and yummy 
doughnuts. Meet at the Dexter Huron Metropark public boat launch for 
you, your boat and a naturalist guide to be transported upstream to 
Hudson Mills Metropark. 

When:  Saturday October 10, 2009. 12:30pm-4:00pm 

Cost: $35/boat  

 
Wild Swan Theater Presents: Strega Nona and the Magical Pasta Pot 

Towsley Auditorium, Morris Lawrence Building,  

Washtenaw Community College, 4800 E. Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor 

(734) 995-0530 

Wild Swan Theater opens its 30th season with this beloved children's tale, Strega Nona and the Magical Pasta Pot.  Strega 
Nona has a way with noodles; she can summon them from her pot with just the right magic words.  Big Anthony tries hard 
to help, but he forgets to listen.  Many giggles worth of fun for our youngest theater lovers! 

When:  Oct. 24, 2009 - Nov. 29, 2009  

Cost: Children $8, Adults $12  

 
Apples, Peas and Pumpkin Pie 

Matthaie Botanical Gardens, 1800 Dixboro Rd., Ann A rbor 

(734) 647-7600 

Where On Earth Does Our Food Come From? Where do we get chocolate and bananas? What do potatoes, carrots, and 
onions have in common? How do you grind wheat to make spaghetti? And can you really play with your food? Get the 
answers to all these questions and more in an interactive fall exhibit and display at Matthaei Botanical Gardens. Exhibit 
features stations such as seeds, roots, and fruits where children can grind their own flour and learn about nuts and edible 
fruit s and vegetables; apple tasting; create-a-menu activities; and a mum, pumpkin, and gourd display. 

When:  October 30, 2009  

Cost: $5-$2  
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Happy Birthday! 
August-October 

3 AM/PM Birthdays:  

Name Date 
 

Valerie Zhong August 11 
Joseph Weber September 1 
Daniel Mauch September 9 
Taylor Onsted September 21 
Andrew Boydston September 25 
Nate Borel September 27 
Finn Barnes October 6 
Emma Elliott October 23 

4 AM/PM Birthdays: 

Name Date 
 

John Paul Assenmacher August 20 
Ashley Rennell September 6 
Charlotte Bruderly September 11 
Owen Bruderly September 11 
Alayna Sikora September 12 
Abigail Jacob September 17 
Gracie Garcia October 4 
Bethany Simons October 26 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone that submitted questionnaires, pictures or advertisements for this newsletter. Keep them coming! 
 

SUBMIT PICTURES, STORIES, & IDEAS TO YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM:  
Wendy Martin (Mom to Lauren, 4AM) wmartin1208@yahoo.com 

Bob & Dina DeMerell (Parents to Lia & Maria, 3PM) bobdemerell@earthlink.net 
 
 

AAuuggustt-Octoobber
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FUNDRAISING UPDATES 
 

See your friendly Ways & Means Committee 
Members to purchase grocery certificates or 
with questions about fundraising activities. 
 

3AM:   Stacey Fernandez &  
 Kate Onsted 
3/4PM:   Wendy Kelty &  
 Rachel Strach 
4AM:   Becki Herrema 
4PM:   Elise Bruderly, Erin Garcia 

& Erin Rennell 
 
Reminders:  
!  Friday, October 9:  Scrip orders due Ð These 

make great gifts! 
!  Wednesday, October 14, 1-4pm:  Little CaesarÕs 

Pick-up, Newkirk Hall. 
!  November: Foggy Bottom Coffee sales are 

coming! Earn $4.25-$5.00 per 12oz. bag of 
coffee sold while supporting both your 
Dexter Co-op and a local business owner.  
Coffee will be delivered in time for the 

TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS, CONTACT HOLLY CABANA, 
H C A B A N A @C O M C A S T . N E T  (COST $25 FOR QUARTER  PAGE)  

the Co-op Connection          October 2009 Edition 



 

 

Ayers
Plumbing

-residential and commercial-

Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

(734)255-2358(734)449-7111

Mark Ayers
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