
               
            

Save the Date! 

the 

Co-op  Connection 
Grow with your kids! 

Local Buzz... 
 
Gingerbread Houses 
Cooking Class 
Hollander's Upstairs, 410 N. Fourth 
Ave., Ann Arbor 
(734) 741-7531 

Hollander's Upstairs presents: 
Gingerbread Houses with Karen 
OÕNeal. If you know the secrets, you 
can make a gingerbread house of your 
own design, one that goes together 
quickly and is strong enough to hold 
lots of frosting and candy. Get in on 
the secrets!  

When: October 30, 2009,  

 11am to 5pm 
 

Cost:  $10 (includes reserved 
seating, recipes,10% off 
coupon, and taste samples) 

Catch more Local Buzz on Page 5É 

Co-op Spirit Starts Early 
ÉWhen asked by Mrs. Pam to provide words to ÒrallyÓ around as the 
children prepared for their Halloween musical celebration with ÒMrs. Jan 
the Music Lady,Ó 3/4PM children raised their hands enthusiastically. 
ÒMason, what word would you use to help us prepare for our lesson with 

Mrs. Jan?Õ ÒCooperate,Ó replied Mason Strach. And with that, 

everyone happily joined Mrs. Jan the Music Lady in sharing Halloween 
spookiness and fun. Well done, Mason!  Bravo, everyone! 

Fundraising 

Nov 24th 

Foggy Bottom 
orders due. 

Dec 10th 

The first half of 
your fundraising 
goal is due 
($60/student). 

 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 9  E D I T I O N  

S i i S E lCCCCCCCooo-op SS

No 24thNo De 10th

 
g o t  i d e a s ?  

 
WeÕd love to hear 

them! Send co-op 

stories, family 

spotlight ideas, or 

features to the 

newsletter team. 

 
wmartin1208@yahoo.com  

Bobdemerell@earthlink.net 
dinademerell@earthlink.net  
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Three Year Old News 

Note From Mrs. PamÉ.  
October was a fun month.  We went to the Chambers 
Farm in Pinckney, went on a hayride, picked out 
pumpkins and milked a goat.  It was chilly but we made 
the best of it. Our next field trip will be in December and 
we will go to Champion Gymnastics. More details to 

come! 
 
The Halloween parties were lots of fun.  
Thanks to the party planners the children had 
yummy things to eat, fun games to play and spooky things to make. 
Erica Cesarz (CocoÕs mom) brought her guitar and played fun Halloween music 
for the kids to dance to. The kids LOVED it and a big thanks to Erica for sharing 
her talent with the children. IÕve mentioned this before but if anybody has anything special that theyÕd 
like to share with the children please let me know. It can be anythingÉbaking with the children, a 
science experiment, a special story, etc. If you play an 
instrument and would like to play for the children 

please let me know! 
 
So far we have 
learned about the 
letters L, C and B.  
We will continue 
to focus on certain 
letters and will 
learn how to write 
them. We will not 
get through all the 
letters individually 

throughout the school year but will practice naming all 
of them as the year goes onÉmeaning certain letters will tie in with our lessons while others will not!  
 
We have been counting and naming numbers from 0 to 20.  I have a guessing jar and I have the kids 
guess how many marbles, candy corns, beads (whatever I come up with) are in the jar. I write their 
guesses on the board so that they can see what each number looks like and how each is written.  
 
The chilly weather is here.  Please donÕt forget hats, mittens, warm jackets and before you know 
itÉ boots!  We will try to go outside every day even if itÕs chilly!  The kids need itÉ.and so does Mrs. 
Pam! 
 
 ~ Mrs. Pam 
 

T r y  t h i s  a t  h o m e !  
 

Use a jar, bowl with a lid or 
anything that you can place small 
items into. Shake the container and 
tell your child that you want them 
to guess how many rocks are in 
there, or matchbox cars, small toy 
animals, anything! Write their 
guesses largely onto a piece of 
paper. Then count the items 
together and write the correct 
number so that they can see what 
it is.  Find creative ways to practice 
with numbers at home. We count 
everyday at school!  
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We'd like to welcome a new family to our Co-Op.  They are the ConnÕs, and  
Briella is in the !  PM Class with Mrs. Pam. 

  
The Conn Family moved to Pinckney about  1 !  years ago from Ypsilanti.  Brandy is BriellaÕs 
mother, and brother Braden (2) and Dad Nathan (Nate ) fill out the foursome.  

As Brandy described it, ÒWe just felt this (Dexter Co-Op) was the right placeÓ for Briella , after 
coming to the campus for a tour.   Other considerations that had a big bearing on the ir decision to 
join the Co -Op were the price, the informative website, and the  fact that she (Brandy) wanted to 
be Òinvolved.Ó  TheyÕve been very happy so far.  Brandy describes  3- year old Briella (soon to be 4 
on the 28 th !) as outgoing and Òvery socialÓ and thought it wou ld be a good opportunity for her to 
have some separate time from her brother, only 11 m onths her junior, and for their independence 
and self -reliance.  Briella also enjoys dancing at the DancerÕs Edge S tudio on Mondays, and she 
and her brother like watching Dora and Diego and Ca rs the Movie.  

Nate Conn grew up in Ypsilanti and was quite a foot ball player as a lineman at Willow Run High 
School.  He considered playing at the next level fo r a while before 
Òlife crept in,Ó as Brandy put it.  He has worked t he past 4-5 years 
as a truck driver for Sysco, where he has a regular  route that allows 
him to deliver to The University of Michigan in Ann  Arbor almost 
every day, and be home for bedtime as well as spend ing the morning 
with his family.  Brandy finds time to take care of  the kids as well as 
work part -time at BuschÕs in Dexter.  

Brandy grew up in Tecumseh, Michigan.  As a child, tragedy struck 
her family when her brother contracted terminal bra in cancer at the 
age of 12.  As we know, tough breaks such as that b ring you closer 

to the people that you share them with and in this case, Brandy relied a lot on her relationships 
within her family, and particularly her mother, who m she identified within our questionnaire as her 
ÒHeroÓ.  Unfortunately, BrandyÕs mom passed away in 2000, a victim of breast cancer.  ÒI hope I 
can be as great a person and mother as she was.   I miss her everyday and wish she could have 
met  my husband and children.Ó  Brandy did follow throu gh on one of her motherÕs wishes.    
ÒMarry a red-haired football player,Ó her mother told her.   We honor our heroes in many ways, as 
Brandy will attest.  

The Newsletter Team would like to welcome the ConnÕ s to the Co- Op and we look forward to 
sharing their hopes and dreams in the classroom and  outside with their children.  

(Incidentally, the photo is from the archives since  we both discovered that our children had 
recently broken the family camera.)  

If you w ould like to Òshine a spotlightÓ on a Dexter Co- Op family, please contact the Newsletter 
Team.   (bobdemerell@earthlink.net) 

Family 
S P O T L I G H T  
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Four Year Old News  
 

 

Thankfulness 
As you know young children need many experiences as they grow and learn. It is important for them to see the things we do 
at school as important and part of everyday life.  With young children, your life should be approached each day as a new 
opportunity to teach your child something new and also reinforce concepts presented at school. This month we as parents, 
have a privilege of teaching the concept of Thankfulness. DonÕt miss this one. Building character is soooo much more 
important than academics. While I may get to teach about the Pilgrims, the Mayflower, and American Indians; only you can 
model ÒThankfulnessÓ through your life.  

Your preschoolers are very effective observers and they can do it while you donÕt even know that they are paying attention. 
Teach them how to care about others by sharing and caring.  Your children do not naturally know about this abstract concept. 
You must model it.  I will start a conversation at school about thankfulness, so be ready to expand on this concept when 
talking with your child.   

Dexter Firefighters Visit Preschool 

When the fire fighters visited our class, they asked the children to talk to their parents about: 

¥ Changing the batteries in the fire alarms 

¥ Deciding on a meeting place for your family in the front of your house 

¥ Starting to teach your child their address. Living in Dexter in not an adequate address.  Talk 
about the street you live on as you are driving home each day for a couple of weeks. Show them 
your house number. As your driving around Dexter, help them to see that Dexter is more than 
just where they live but is a larger area.  I tried to convince them to no avail. 

 

We Just Went Buggy 

Preschool was a pretty creepy, crawly place for a week or so. We 
learned about spiders and insects and how to tell the difference. 
We made a spider web and everyone had to sit really still while it 
was being made.   
 

Working On Learning Letters  

!  Review Letters L, F, H, E, and I for now . These are the 
easiest letters to write.  Make flashcards and review them 
often. Some kids need to see a new letter 200 times before 
they know it. 

!  Make them out of macaroni or spaghetti (always use verbal 
commands such as big line, little line). 

!  Count Halloween candy, sort it, talk about the lett ers they 
start with . We will be making a graph to show our favorites. 

Play Bang 

Place alphabet cards in a paper bag. Add some additional cards 
(into the bag) with the word ÒBangÓ on them.  Take turns pulling 
out a card and saying the letter name. The one who gets the most 
Bang cards wins.  They love this game and I donÕt know why!   
Works with spelling words too. 

~ Mrs. Joan  

LUNCH CLUB: 11:30-1:00 
 

Would you like to have lunch with Mrs. Pam on Mondays or Mrs 
Joan on Wednesdays, and hang out to play?  If so, IÕm inviting 
you to do just that!  
 
HereÕs how it works:  
 
!  AM Class, youÕll simply stay after school and be picked up at 

12:45 - cost $8 
 

!  PM Class, youÕll need to arrive at 11:30 sand be picked up at 
3:15 Ð cost $10 

 
Just bring a sack lunch (disposable and nothing that needs to be 
heated up). We will have lunch, play outside, and do fun things 
together. 
  
This applies only to preschoolers in the current 4 am/pm Classes.  
There are sign-up sheets on the bulletin board for the applicable 
dates.  
 
This is a great way for Moms to have a little extra time to get things 
done and for kids to see what itÕs like to stay at school a little longer 
in preparation for Kindergarten! 

Note From Mrs. JoanÉ. 
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health Tip: 
 

The best way to ward off the flu 
and colds is to wash your hands 

well and often. 
 

 
Ways & Means 

Committee Update 
 
Little CaesarÕs sales were great!  
Thank you for participating in 
this fundraiser and raising over 

$1,600 for your co-op!  Congratulations to the 
4PM class for selling the most pizza, pies and cookie dough! 
 
The final sales were: 
  
 4PM $2,171.50  
  (Top seller: Lauren Simpson with $655.50!) 
 4AM $1,170.00 
 3AM $   906.00 
 3/4 PM $   872.50 
 
 
Foggy Bottom Coffee sales are happening in November. LetÕs 
make it another great fundraiser for the co-op. Turn in your 
orders by Tuesday, November 24. 
 
Remember that the first half of your fundraising goal ($60 per 
student) is due on December 10. Individual fundraising 
statements were distributed on October 28 and you will receive 
another statement after the completion of the Foggy Bottom 
sales.  If you have any questions about your statement please 
contact Becki Herrema at (734) 604-5029 or 
beckiherrema@comcast.net. 

Dexter Co-Op Nursery 

2009-2010 Officers: 

 
President:  
Diane Jacob  
president@dextercoop.com  
 
Vice-President:  
Jodi Kniesteadt  
vicepresident@dextercoop.com  
 
Secretary:  
Cindy Cox  
secretary@dextercoop.com  
 
Treasurer:  
Toni Burrus  
treasurer@dextercoop.com  
 
Tuition Treasurer:  
Tracy Kapusansky  
tuitiontreasurer@dextercoop.com  
 
Membership Chairperson:  
Charissa Keller  
membership@dextercoop.com  
  

Teachers: 
 
3's Teacher:   
Mrs. Pam Wittenberg 
Pwitte777@aol.com 
 
4's Teacher:   
Mrs. Joan Vladuchick 
jmvlad@yahoo.com 
 

Contact: 
 

Dexter Cooperative Nursery, Inc. 
 7643 W. Huron River Drive 

 P.O. Box 392, Dexter, MI 48130 
 (734) 426-2491 
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ÉMore Local BuzzÉ 
Play the Bells at Kerrytown Ð Free! 

Kerrytown Market and Shops, 407 N. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor, (734) 369-3107  

Play the charming melodies of the Kerrytown Chime - a seven-ton, world-class musical instrument made up of 17 bells in a 
tower. Choose from over 100 songs and follow the numbers to play the Kerrytown Chime. All ages welcome. 

When:   Jul. 30, 2009 - Jan. 31, 2010. Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays only, 12:00 - 12:30 pm. 
 
Apples, Peas and Pumpkin Pie 

Matthaei Botanical Gardens, 1800 Dixboro Rd., Ann A rbor, (734) 647-7600 

Where On Earth Does Our Food Come From? Where do we get chocolate and bananas? What do potatoes, carrots, and 
onions have in common? How do you grind wheat to make spaghetti? And can you really play with your food? Get the 
answers to all these questions and more in an interactive fall exhibit and display at Matthaei Botanical Gardens. Exhibit 
features stations such as seeds, roots, and fruits where children can grind their own flour and learn about nuts and edible 
fruits and vegetables; apple tasting; create-a-menu activities; and a mum, pumpkin, and gourd display. 

When:   Oct. 24, 2009 - Nov. 29, 2009; Tues 10am-4pm, Wed 10am-8pm, Thurs-Sun 10am-4:30pm,  Cost:  $5-$2 
 
Eastern Michigan University Jazz Ensemble Concert 

Student Center Auditorium, Eastern Michigan Univers ity, Ypsilanti. (734) 487-2282 

EMU Jazz Ensemble, directed by Dr. Donald Babcock, presents the music of Ed Nuccilli, who will work 
with the students and participate in the concert. Local artist Nuccilli is a composer, trumpet performer and 
the leader of the Plural Circle. When:  Oct. 27, 2009 - Nov. 27, 2009, 8 p.m., Cost: TBA  
 

Window Display Contest and Sale - Free! 

Main Street area, Ann Arbor, (734) 668-7112 ext. 22 

Ann Arbor's Main Street area businesses have been challenged to spruce up their windows, and during this event YOU can 
help decide the winners! As an added bonus, downtown retailers will be having sales to help you get your holiday shopping 
out of the way early. Participating businesses will be offering 20% off something or everything in their stores, or a free gift 
with purchase. When:  November 13-19th,, with sidewalk entertainment to kick off the event on Friday the 13th. 
 
Saline Craft Show 

Saline Middle School, 7190 N. Maple Road Ð Saline 

The Saline Craft Show, in its 22cd year, is rated as one of the top 10 shows in Michigan. Again over 249 craft persons will 
showcase their most recent and exceptional work, which includes decorative painting, stoneware, rugs, birdhouses, holiday 
decorating ideas, ceramics, calligraphy and clothing. When:  Saturday November 14, 2009, 8:00am-3:30pm, Cost:  $3  
 

ManchesterÕs Christmas In the Village Ð Free! 

Main Street Area, Manchester, (734) 476-4565 

Manchester's Christmas in the Village is an annual holiday celebration in downtown Manchester. On Friday night, Main 
Street comes alive with the Santa Parade. Events continue on Saturday and include a cookie walk, craft show, and 
demonstrations at Manchester's historic John F. Schneider Blacksmith Shop. 
When:  Nov. 20-21. Friday parade starts at 6:30 p.m., Saturday events from 9am-4pm.  
 
The Encore Theatre Presents: Annie 
3126 Broad St., Dexter, (734) 268-6200 

Based on the comic strip "Little Orphan Annie" by Harold Gray, this musical follows a 10-year-old orphan girl as she 
attempts to find her parents to escape the horrible Miss Hannigan, the matron of the orphanage. Eventually, itÕs discovered 
that her parents died, but she is comforted and adopted by millionaire Oliver Warbucks.  

When: Nov. 27  - Dec. 19th. Thursdays at 7 pm, Fridays at 8 pm, Saturdays at 3 pm and 8 pm, and Sundays at 3 pm. 
Cost:  $22-28  
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MooseÕs Thanksgiving Matching Game 
Moose has turned his Thanksgiving feast into a mixed-up memory matching game. Play along and your preschooler will be 
picking up memory and early math skills too!  

!  Print 2 copies of this page on heavy stock paper or use a glue stick to adhere the pages to cardboard. Help your child cut 
the cards on both pages. 

!  To play, mix up the cards and place them facedown on a flat surface. Have your child turn over a card, then choose 
another to try to make a match. Set aside pairs and continue until your child has found all the matches. Children can play 
on their own or together. 
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Happy Birthday! 

3 AM/PM Birthdays:  

Name Date 
 

Briella Conn October 28 
Harvey Shelley November 11 
Julian Malek November 18 
  
  
  
  
  

4 AM/PM Birthdays: 

Name Date 
 

John Needham November   8 
Lauren Martin November 10 
Justin Hu November 15 
Kiara Kapusansky November 17 
Tahu Ayers November 20 
Lauren Simpson November 20 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone that submitted questionnaires, pictures or advertisements for this newsletter. Keep them coming! 
 

SUBMIT PICTURES, STORIES, & IDEAS TO YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM:  
Wendy Martin (Mom to Lauren, 4AM) wmartin1208@yahoo.com 

Bob & Dina DeMerell (Parents to Lia & Maria, 3PM) bobdemerell@earthlink.net 
 
 



 

 

!"#$%&'%(%)*+%)+,#-%&./%$0+1.2'#.%$+,#/34/5&)$#+
&)-+6#&'%)*0+7&.#/)%.8+&)-+9&5%'8+:#'')#;;+<&/#=+

+
:#+.&>#+.2#+?$/&$>?+4@.+43+$2%/4"/&$.%$++

A1-B&)$#-+,/43%$%#)$8+1$.%B&.4/+C#$2)%D@#=+
+

+EFGH+I/4&-+!.0+!@%.#+GJK0+)#L.+.4+<4..&*#+M))+
+

N"#)%)*0+O4B#5P#/+F0+FJJH+
<&''+KEKAEHHAQFFJ+)4R+34/+;$2#-@'%)*+

TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS, CONTACT HOLLY CABANA, 
H C A B A N A @C O M C A S T . N E T  (COST $25 FOR QUARTER  PAGE)  

the Co-op Connection          November 2009 



 

 

Ayers
Plumbing

-residential and commercial-

Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

(734)255-2358(734)449-7111

Mark Ayers
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