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Every year I receive comments from Co-
Op moms and dads about how your boys 
seem to be obsessed with "playing guns" 
and making guns out of practically 
everything.   I am amazed at how 
consistently I have seen this behavior 
over the years. If your child doesn't like 
to play with guns (great) then they're 
probably busy playing "good guys and 
bad guys" instead. A book that I always 
recommend is The Wonder of Boys, by 
Michael Gurian. He is an anthropologist 
who has studied boys literally around 
the world. I have found it to be very 
beneficial in trying to understand this 
early male behavior.    
 

Four-Year-Old News      Mrs. Joan 
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We may not like this issue or want to 
deal with it, but it seems to be 
universal and will not go away. 
Having said that, I have  read some 
articles in an effort to sort things 
out.  Here is a link to an article 
which may be helpful:  
 
http://www.education.com/magazin
e/article/Ed_Boys_Guns_Okay_Play/ 
 
If  you are interested, there is plenty 
that has been written on this subject 
on-line.  
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Letter from the President  Marcy Smith 

Leaves 
Elsie N. Brady 

 
How silently they tumble down  

And come to rest upon the ground  
To lay a carpet, rich and rare,  

Beneath the trees without a care,  
Content to sleep, their work well done,  

Colors gleaming in the sun. 
At other times, they wildly fly  

Until they nearly reach the sky.  
Twisting, turning through the air  

Till all the trees stand stark and bare.  
Exhausted, drop to earth below  

To wait, like children, for the snow . 
 

Dexter Co-op ñ what a great place to be! I hope everyone had a chance to enjoy 
the unusually warm Michigan weather and the beautiful colors this fall. As the 
leaves, and children, wait for the snow pl ease remember to dress your children for 
the cooler weather. Please label hats, coats, mittens, and boots with your childõs 
name. 
 
I hope that you are enjoying your co -op experience. Itõs been a pleasure getting to 
know you.  

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

§ Field Trip:  
Champion 
Gymnastics 
November 13: 3s 

§ Field Trip : 
Donnaõs Ponies 
November 2: 4s 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.education.com/magazine/article/Ed_Boys_Guns_Okay_Play/
http://www.education.com/magazine/article/Ed_Boys_Guns_Okay_Play/


  

I thought you would enjoy the following article, Who Said, òBut All They Do Is 
Play?ó  By Janice Thorson 
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REMINDER 
 

No classes will be held 
November 21ñ

November 23 

Three -Year-Old News Mrs. Pam 

When I play òLetõs pretend.ó   
I learné.   
 New words 
 Expressive language 
 How if feels to be someone else  
 Self-reliance 
 Problem solving 
 Cleaning up 
 Respect for otherõs feelings and 

property  
 Self-confidence 
 Independence 
 Eye-hand coordination  
 Cooperation 
 
When I play with art materials,  
I learné. 
 Colors 
 Color mixing 
 Properties of matter  
 Creativity  
 New words 
 Eye-hand coordination  
 Pride in my independence 
 Cooperation and sharing 
 How things work 
 Shapes 
 Textures 
 Self-reliance 
  
When I read a book or am read to,  
I learné. 
 New words 
 Expressive language 
 Sentence structure 
 Listening skills 
 New information  
 Creativity and imagination  
 Sequence of events 
 Logical thinking  
 Reading readiness 
 A love of books 

 

When I play on large muscle equipment,  
 I learné. 
 Coordination 
 Sharing 
 New words 
 Taking turns 
 Sequence 
 Time 
 Confidence 
 How things work 
 First-last 
 Rules of the road  
 Creativity  
 Imagination 
 Position 
 
When I play with blocks,  
I learné. 
 Balance 
 Gravity 
 Position 
 Size 
 Eye-hand coordination  
 Shape 
 Self-confidence 
 Creativity  
 New words 
 Problem solving 
 Number 
 Pride 
 Design 
 
And who said, òAll they ever do is play?ó 

 

 

 

Rose Clark 11/13 

Anna Ramsay 11/14 

Henry Ramsay 11/14 

Robert Knight  11/25  



 

The Dexter Co-op Nursery would like extend a 
very special thank you to  Buschõs for their 

generous donation of $300. 
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This October, Amanda LaRoe (4PM) celebrated her first victory at the National Haflinger 
Horse Show in Mason, Michigan. Although this was her first year showing, Amanda took 
home first place in the Lead Line class (ages 8 and younger).  

Riding her momõs horse, Covergirl , Amanda competently displayed h er ability to 
maneuver Covergirl  forward, backward, left/right, and to stop. In her class of five, 
Amanda was the only competitor to accomplish this goal.  

Amanda started riding when she was two and helps with the feeding and cleaning chores 
of the familyõs horses. 

 

 

LaRoe Steals the Show 
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Amanda LaRoe (4PM) �³  2007 National Haflinger Lead Line Champion 


