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Letter from the President Marcy Smith 

What a great year! You are a great group of people and I really enjoyed being the 
President. Thank you! 
 

Congratulations and welcome to the new 2008/09 Dexter Co-op Board!  
 

Craig Gilbert President 
Marcy Smith Vice President 
Cindy Cox Secretary 
Toni Burrus Treasurer 
Tracey Doyle Tuition Treasurer 
Cheri Luallen and Jenny Owens  Ways and Means Chairs 
Sheila Hoeft and Charissa Keller  Membership 
Abby OõHaver Events Coordinator 
Jill Dromazos  Cleaning Coordinator 
Diane Jacob  HVCCN Rep 

 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill out the school evaluations. Your 
comments and suggestions are appreciated. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve your Co-op job, please contact me 
at president@dextercoop.com or vicepresident@dextercoop.com. Also, if you have 
any notes or information to pass on to the next person that may be assigned your 
job please pass that information on too. Thanks! 
 
The Co-op has provided me with great opportunities and great friendships. I hope 
it has done the same for you. 
 
I wish you all a safe and happy summer. 
 
Best Wishes,  
Marcy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letõs hope that spring is just around the corner!  But, in the meantime, please 
remember to bring weather appropriate gear for your children.  

As the school year starts to wind down, preparations for the next school year have 
begun.  Please take the time to review the Co-op Board Positions posted on the 

 

  

mailto:president@dextercoop.com
mailto:vicepresident@dextercoop.com


Wowñthis is the last newsletter of the school year. Unbelievable! It sure went 
by fast. I would like to thank the families for making my first year at the Co-op 
a beautiful and memorable experience. What a pleasure it is to watch the 
children grow and develop and make friends with one another. It is such a 
special time in their lives and I am fortunate to be a part of it. Thank you so 
much for sharing your children with me. I couldnõt ask for a better group of 
kids. They are precious, adorable little beings. 
 
Thank you to the Board for all your hard work and support. If it wasnõt for your 
time in volunteering we wouldnõt have a Co-op. You did a fantastic job! 
 
Happy Motherõs Day Co-op Moms. I read this poem once on Motherõs Day and it 
really touched my heart. I wanted to share it with you.  Have a tissue readyð
you might need it. 
 

Wet Oatmeal Kisses 
Erma Bombeck 

 
The baby is teething. The children are fighting. 

Your husband just called and said, òEat dinner without me.ó 

One of these days youõll explode and shout to the kids.   
òWhy donõt you grow up and act your age?ó   

And they will. 

Or: òYou guys get outside and find yourself something to do.   
And donõt slam the door!ó 

And they donõt. 

Youõll straighten their rooms all neat and tidy, toys displayed on the shelf, 
hangers in the closet, animals caged.   

Youõll say, òNow I want it to stay this way!ó   
And it will. 

Youõll prepare a perfect dinner with a salad that hasnõt had all the olives picked 
out and a cake with no finger traces in the icing and youõll say, 

òNow this is a meal for company.ó   
And youõll eat it alone. 

Youõll yell, òI want complete privacy on the phone. 
No screaming.  Do you hear me?ó   

And no one will answer. 

No more plastic tablecloths stained with spaghetti. No more dandelion 
bouquets. No more iron-on patches. No more wet, knotted shoelaces, muddy 

boots, or rubber bands for ponytails. 

Imagine. A lipstick with a point. No babysitter for New Yearõs Eve, washing 
clothes only once a week, no PTA meeting or silly school plays where your child 

is a tree.  No car pools, blaring stereos, or forgotten lunch money. 

No more Christmas presents made of library paste and toothpicks. No wet 
oatmeal kisses. No more tooth fairy. No more giggles in the dark, scraped knees 

to kiss, or sticky fingers to clean.   
Only a voice asking, òWhy donõt you grow up?ó   

And the silence echoes, òI did.ó  
 
 

 

 

Three-Year-Old News Mrs. Pam 

 
Claire Blodgett 5/4 

McKenna Brice 5/8 

Spencer Pryslak 5/16 

Noah Jacob 5/19 

Alex Gilbert 5/24 

Audrey McMichael 6/1 

Samantha Cox 6/12 

Allen Labadie 6/24 
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ATTENTION  
 
Garage Sale Goers!! 
Please look for real 
ceramic/china tea 
cups and saucers to 
make an eclectic set 
for our preschoolers. 
They don't have to 

match but should be 
fancy looking, and 

they should be 
cheap!! 

 

 



 
 

Dexter Co-op Nursery 

7643 West Huron River Drive 

P.O. Box 392 

Dexter, Michigan  48130 

(734) 426-2491 

President 

Marcy Smith 

Vice President 

Jody Kniesteadt 

Secretary 

Michelle Pryslak 

Treasurer 

Lynnette Brice 

Kathleen Root (Tuition) 

Membership 

Shelia Hoeft 

Events Coordinator 

Shelia Hoeft  

Cleaning Coordinator 

Donna Fehrle 

Ways and Means 

Monica Waidley (Chair) 

 Session Representatives 

Cindy Cox (3AM) 

Tracey Doyle (3PM) 

Andrea Duncan (4AM) 

Jennifer Schwartz (4PM) 

Teachers 

Pam Wittenberg (3s) 

Joan Vladuchick (4s) 

 

 

It is hard to believe that this is the last newsletter for the school year! Time has 
flown by and the children have grown in so many wonderful ways. This has been a very  
special two years for me professionally since I have never taken the opportunity to loop.  
 
How exciting it is to look back over the two years and see the much growth and 
development happens during these very important two years. Only with my own children 
have I been able to look into this window of wonder.  Thank you. Some of my special 
teaching moments have been when I have seen the light bulb come on as the kidsõ first 
sound out words.  In my view this is much like seeing a baby's first steps. If your child 
isn't sounding out words yet, it isn't going to be long. Children develop at different 
rates. Some children have already made this leap; it may take others another year. 
What is more important than when it happens is that you don't miss it. These milestones 
are something that you will always remember. It can be when you are on the go. I 
remember when my oldest was very young and we were driving down Michigan Ave. He 
was looking out the window and asked if the sign in the grocery store said coffee. Be 
looking for the satisfaction that floods their face when they make sense of this once 
complicated process. I'm so glad I choose teaching as my career. I would have never 
guessed when I started out, that preschool would be my grade level of choice. Have a 
great summer; I will miss all of you.  Summertime can be a time for you to continue 
instilling the love of learning in your child. 
 

 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R ST U V W X Y Z 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 A B C D E F G H 
I J K L M N O P Q  

We are all excited as we are approaching the end of our Alphabet Binders.  
The binders will soon be coming home so the children can share them with  

their families. The children have also been busy working on their  
Number Journals, writing and identifying the numerals 0-20. 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R ST U V W X Y Z 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 A B C D E F G H 
I J K L M N O P Q  
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Four-Year-Old News   Mrs. Joan 

 The Dexter Co-op Nursery would like extend a 

ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ .ǳǎŎƘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

generous donation of $300. 
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What I liked most . . .         Laurie Blodgett  
 
What I have liked best is the way our class (4am) has gotten along--kids and parents.  We have had a wonderful 
group for the last 2 years.  The kids have been great socially and very eager to learn.  I don't think I have ever 
encountered a brighter group of kids-thanks to Mrs Joan.  I just wanted to thank everyone for making the last 
two years at the Dexter Coop an amazing experience! Andy Duncan (Ben Duncan's Mom) 
 

Spencer (4am) said he likes it when I volunteer.   His favorite fieldtr ip was to Berry Hill farm "when we picked a 

pumpkin." Michelle Pryslak  

Laney Christyôs (3pm) favorite activity is painting, and she liked having a pretend picnic with her friends with the 
pretend food, and dress-up pretend painting with Ellie. Her favorite field trip was to the Scrap Box where she 
made a pretend mosquito bug. The whole family enjoyed Family Fun Night at the Tree House. It was so cute 
watching the little ones look for their classmates and give big hugs to each other when they found them.  Cindy 
Christy 
 
My best memory was just helping in the classroom and seeing the ki ds change throughout the 
year. As they got more comfortable and would share in circle time it was just priceless!!!  
Colleen Clark  (3am)  
 
My best memory, or one of them -- there a re lots! --- was that I really enjoyed the Pumpkin 
field trip. It was fun picking pumpkins, eating the wild raspberries and the apples! I had 
fun at the Gymnastics place too! This age is just fun! I love their stories and their 
amazing imaginations. Kylee (3 pm) loves preschool! She loves Miss Pam and all her friends, 
but I think Pajama day was one of her favorite memories and oh... "When my daddy came to 
visit us in the fire truck." What a wonderful year it has been for Kylee! I'm very 
thankful for Miss Pam, all the moms/dads who help out and all the new friends and great 
experiences Kylee has had this year.  Erin Garcia  
 
I always love circle time when I am assisting. I never know what the kids might say. I believe we were 

talking about seasons or something, a nd in the middle of a conversation about leaves, Sammy pipes 

up òI brush my teeth!ó This caused the rest of the children to remember that they also brush their 

teeth, which they of course all loved to share. Hilarious! Jessicaõs favorite memories of school this 

year were going to play outside, when Mrs. Pam read òHow Dinosaurs Say Goodnightó and the 
Scrapbox fieldtrip.   Laura Hoehn (3am) 
 

The funniest moment for Caitlin w as when the firemen came. She asked if Elmo could get himself out of our house 
if it w as burning.  Mrs. Joan said she could always get a new  Elmo. Caitlin's face dropped. She was real 
confused since Elmo is our cat.  After explaining why Caitlin was lost Mrs. Joan and I laughed until our sides 
hurt.  We did get it cleared up but it was funny . And V.I.P. Night was a home run.  Caitlin pretends to have VIP 
nights at home now.  It seems to be the thing she remembers most. Summer Vasher  
 
I asked Noah (4pm) what he liked best this year at pre-school and he said, "When my mom worked at school." Kathleen Schultz 
 

A funny thing happened the last time I assisted. The kids had a teaching moment for Mrs Joan  - she was talking about the hard "e" sound, 
then started putting letters in front of it to make different words. When she asked the kids what word they get if they put a "W" in front of the 
hard "E", and they all started yelling ""Wii" !!  Santa brought me one of those!!  And of course some talk about the games they had, and Mrs 
Joan just sat there with a puzzled look until one of them explained to her that the "Wii" is a video game.   Lynnette Brice 
 
Claire (3pm) loves everything about preschool from pushing the elevator button to get down there to singing at circle time to snack. She 
loved the ñgross motor roomò--which she can actually sayðand now  loves being out on the playground again. Mrs. ñHam,ò as she 
pronounces it, is one of her favorite people in the whole world.  The co-op has been a great experience for our entire family and we have 
really enjoyed it.  Thanks to the 3pm parents for being such a great group and all the help you gave to Claire this yearðespecially when she 
was having meltdowns like, say, the Purple Care Bear incident?  ;) Laurie Blodgett 
 

My daughter Reghan's favorite part about preschool is when she gets to be the snack perso n.  She enjoys deciding 
what she's going to bring and absolutely loves sitting in the blue chair next to Mrs. Pam. Words can't describe 
how excited she gets.  Kathy Doyle  (3am)  

 
When I asked Aleya (3am) what she liked most about preschool she said, 'All of it!'  Marcy Smith 
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The Preschool Press welcomes submissions from our 
membership to make this publication a community 
effort. Parents are invited to submit child or family-
related articles.  
 
Please submit your articles by the 25th of each month to 

Craig Gilbert (3AM) at gilbertck@chartermi.net or  
Laura Blodgett (3PM) at LJBlodgett@comcast.net. 

 
Please direct questions regarding advertising to  

Chris Ladd (4AM), mcladd@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Newsletter Team 
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