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S A V E  T H E  D A T E  

Wed., Feb. 14: 4ôs  

Valentineôs Day Party 

Thurs., Feb. 15: 3ôs 

Valentineôs Day Party 

Fri., Feb. 18 & Mon., 

Feb. 21: No classes 

Tues., Feb. 22:  

3 AMôs VIP Night,  

6:30-8:00 PM 

Wed., Feb. 23:  

General Meeting 

Mon., Feb. 28:  

4ôs Field Trip to  

Champion Gymnastics,  

12:30-2:00 PM 

Coming Up: 4ôs  

Hudson Mills Maple 

Sugaring Field Trip: 

See page  5 for details 

 

Our 3-year-olds: 

Hadley Hatfield 2/2/07 

Kate OôBrien  2/2/07 

Lauren Hoeft  2/6/07 

Our 4-year-olds: 

Conner Kniesteadt 2/1/06 

Destin Broadnax 2/4/06 
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Mark your calendars!  
Family Fun Night. Friday, May 13  

Chelsea Treehouse, 5:30 -8:00 PM 

Around Our Town 
February 1-28. ñFurry February: A Downtown Treasure Hunt.ò Saline Downtown Merchants  

Association. All are invited to search for mouse houses hidden in downtown Saline businesses. Those 

who find all of them can enter to win a prize. Maps available at salinedma.org. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,  

Downtown Saline. FREE. 

Saturday, February 12. ñChocolate Extravaganza.ò Chelsea businesses. More than 50 businesses 

throughout Chelsea offer free chocolate tastings, sales on chocolate-themed merchandise, and family 

oriented activities. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. downtown Chelsea. FREE. 475-3539. 

Saturday, March 12. Daddy Daughter Dance, 6-8 p.m., Creekside Cafeteria & Gym, 2615 Baker Rd. 

Dexter. Dads and their little sweethearts (ages 3 and up) are invited to an evening of fun! There will be 

a D.J. with music and dancing, plenty of cookies and punch, and a treat bag for each girl. Must register 

by Friday, Feb. 25 to attend. Fee: $25, additional daughters, $5 each. Register online at: 

www.onlinedexter.com or call Dexter Community Services at 734-424-4180.  

Maddy is a bubbly, outgoing  

little girl for the most part.  

She loves making new friends.  

Some of her other interests are Disney Princesses,  

animals (favorites are dolphins, puppies, cats and 

deer), and gymnastics. She has been doing gymnastics 

since she was 2 1/2-years old and loves it! Her  

favorite colors are purple and pink. She also really 

loves dragons and mythical-type games/movies. 

 

Madison was born on 6/28/06 and is the daughter  

of Lynn and Christopher. She will be attending Mrs. 

Joanôs 4ôs AM class. 

The Dexter  

Co-op Preschool  

welcomesé  
 

Maddy Little 
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Three-Year-Oldsõ News 

Our field trip to Champion Gymnastics was lots 

of fun.  It was great to see the kids use up all 

their energy.  Perhaps the Co-op should invest 

in a foam pit.  Our next field trip will be in 

March.  Date and place to be determined! 

 

Our Valentineôs Party will be February 15.  

Please have your child prepare enough cards for 

each of their friends.  We have 14 kids in the 

a.m. class and 12 in the p.m. class.  Only write 

who the card is froménot who it is to.  This 

makes it easier in the delivery process.  The 

kids will be decorating bags at school to hold 

their cards in.  I usually donôt have the parents 

come in for the Valentineôs party but if you 

want to, you are always welcome!! 

 

After story time at school Iôve been asking the 

kids to tell me a little about the story.  Like, ñwhat was the name of the little girl in the story?ò or  ñwhy do 

bears and other animals hibernate?ò  Try this at home as well.  See if your child can explain what happened in 

the story after you read it.  Sometimes as Iôm reading I might ask them to tell what they think will happen next.  

I read ñThe Mitten Treeò a few weeks ago.  See if your child can remember what finally made Sarah (the little 

old lady in the story) happy.  The answer iséshe secretly made mittens for all the kids in the neighborhood 

and hung them on a tree near their bus stop.  See if your child can tell you about the story, ñKaty and the Big 

Snow.ò Katy is a snowplow who helps the city by clearing the roads so that the fire trucks can get through and 

the mailman can deliver the mail.  She helps many others in the city as well. 

 

During pick up in the large motor room feel free to come in and watch the children play.  You donôt have to 

stay out in the hallway unless you want to.  I just want you to know that you are always welcome to come in at 

anytime.   

 

Please check in with your Session Rep to see what classroom parties you signed up for.  Party planning com-

mittees should meet and discuss at least two weeks prior to the party date and finalize the plans.  Check in with 

Mrs. Pam prior to the party and discuss your planséask questions when need be.  You should plan a craft, a 

game, snack and any additional activities can be added time permitting.   

 

Mrs. Pam 

Letter from Mrs. Pam 
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Say Cheese! 

3õs AM 3õs PM 

The kids practice floor exercises, 

balance and climbing skills, and 

finally get to jump into a pit full of 

foam! 

Playing in the  

snow while waiting for the 

parents to arrive. 

Future Olympians  

in training. 

Yahoooooo! 



Four-Year-Oldsõ News 
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Ice is a familiar substance that your child can 

explore while expanding their vocabulary to 

include words such as temperature, and  

thermometer. Ice also introduces children to 

concepts of freezing and melting- how water 

can change from liquid to solid and back 

again.  We watched the ice melt in our  

classroom by placing it next to the heat vent, 

then we refroze it by putting the water  

outside. Things you can do at home are  

numerous.  One is to teach the difference  

between your freezer and the refrigerator. 

You can talk about where you place ice cream 

or popsicles and let them tell you why.  Ask 

questions that require your preschooler to 

think and analyze.  How are water and ice the 

same. How are they different?  Place salt on 

ice and watch it bore a hole through the ice. 

 

Teach science to your children whenever possible. Unfortunately, very little time is given to it during the 

early elementary school years.  This is very unfortunate since young children are natural scientists and 

incredibly inquisitive. I saw the benefits of nurturing scientific inquiry with my own children and I would 

love for you to do the same. 

 

We also learned about how blubber keeps animals warm during the 

winter months by simulating blubber. We placed Crisco inside a 

plastic bag, then inserted another plastic bag (so the childrenôs 

hands would not get Crisco all over them). One hand was placed in 

the ñblubberò bag and the other in a single plastic bag. With both 

hands in a tub of ice water, the children were able to feel how the 

blubber insulated them from the cold just like the penguinôs blubber 

enables them to live in the cold. 

 

Mrs. Joan 

Letter from Mrs. Joan 
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Say Cheese! 

4õs AM 4õs PM 

Little polar bears in 

their den. 

Connerôs birthday. 

Outdoor fun! 

The kids learn about  

groundhogs and crawl 

through a  

groundhogôs den. 

ñGò is for glasses! 

Working in their  

workbooks. 

Sorry, no pictures 

available for 4ôs PM 

class this month! 

Coming up: 4ôs Hudson Mills  

Maple Sugaring Field Trip 
 

AM class: 10-11 p.m. 

Optional pancake lunch for  

everyone: 11-12 p.m. 

PM class: 12-1:00 p.m. 
 

Date to be determined 
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Creative Corner 
 

Dried Cranberry Shortbread Hearts 

 

Ingredients 
 

1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, room temperature 

3/4 cup sifted confectionersô sugar 

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 

2 cups sifted all-purpose flour 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/2 cup finely chopped dried cranberries or cherries 
 

Directions 
 

1. Heat oven to 325 degrees with rack in center.  

Combine butter, confectionersô sugar, vanilla, flour, 

and salt in a large mixing bowl. Beat with a wooden 

spoon until combined but not too creamy. Stir in 

dried cranberries. 

2. Pat dough evenly into an 8ï or 9-inch square baking 

pan. Bake until just beginning to turn golden, about 

20 minutes. Place pan on cooking rack until cool 

enough to touch, about 20 minutes. Run knife 

around edges, remove shortbread, and transfer, right 

side up, to work surface. Use 1 1/2 to 2-inch heart 

cookie cutter to cut out cookies. Use a paring knife 

to trim pieces of cranberry from edges. Makes about 

1 1/2 dozen 1 3/4-inch hearts.  
 

For more delicious Valentineôs Day cookie recipes,  

go to: marthastewart.com 

This simple short-

bread recipe is patted 

firmly into a baking 

pan; shapes are cut 

with a cookie cutter.  

WHICH ONE IS DIFFERENT? 

HOW is it different? HOW is it the same? 
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Creative Corner 

Jokes 
 

Q: What do you call two birds in love?  

A: Tweethearts! 

Q: What do you call a very small valentine?  

A: A valentiny! 

Knock, knock!  
Who's there?  

Olive.  
Olive who?  

Olive you!  

Q: What's red and white and swims in the ocean?  

A: A valentine cod! 

Heart Mobile 

What You Need: 

 

Red construction 

paper 

Heavy poster paper 

Foil (from an old 

pie plate or roasting 

panðor you can 

buy foil at the craft 

stores 

Scissors 

Pencils 

String or yarn 

A hole punch 

What You Do: 

 

1. Cut out a whole bunch of construction paper 

hearts (10 medium sized). 

2. Cut out one large heart using the poster paper. 

3. Using five of your construction-paper hearts as 

templates, trace onto the foil and cut out five  

foil hearts (donôt trace the large heart onto foil). 

4. Next, take your construction paper hearts and  

cut smaller hearts out of them so you are left 

with only the outlines of a heart as seen in the 

diagram. 

5. Glue the open hearts on the foil (front and back) 

to create red rimmed foil hearts. 

6. Also, cut the inner part out of the larger poster 

paper heart. 

7. Punch holes in the tops of your foil hearts and in 

large heart. 

8. Tie yarn to the foil hearts and to the large heart 

shape while it is in a flat position (see  

finished diagram). 

9. Also tie yarn to the top of the large heart to hang 

your mobile (see finished diagram ). 

 

www.kinderart.com 

A Valentineôs Day Poem 
 

(to Mrs. Pam and Mrs. Joan from the 3ôs & 4ôs) 
 

On Valentineôs Day, we think of people 

Who have cheered and encouraged us, 

who go out of their way 

to be kind and caring,  

who have enriched our lives  

just by being themselves. 

You are such a person. 

Iôm so happy youôre my teacher. 

Happy Valentineôs Day! 
 

By Joanna Fuchs 
www.poemsource.com  
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Creative Corner 
 

 

 

Conversation Hearts Candy 

 

 

 

 

 
The New England Confectionary Company (or 

NECCO) was founded in 1847 and began making the 

conversation hearts before the Civil War. 

Sweetheart Conversation Hearts are fat- and sodium-

free and come in two sizes: small with 3 calories 

each, and large with 6 calories each. 

Approximately two words with four letters each can 

be stamped on the small hearts, and two words with 

five letters each on the large hearts. 
NECCO must produce about 100,000 pounds of the 

candy hearts a day in order to meet the Valentineôs 

Day demand, when approximately 8 billion hearts are 

sold in about 6 weeks. 

If you placed the annual production of NECCOôs 

Sweethearts Conversation Hearts back to back across 

the United States, they would stretch from New York 

to Los Angeles and back again! 

Some favorites among the more than one hundred 

sayings have been in circulation since the hearts were 

first factory-made in 1902. These classics include: 

ñKiss Me,ò ñSweet Talk,ò and ñBe Mine.ò 

For 2010, NECCO introduced new flavors and  

sayings. The new flavors include strawberry, green 

apple, lemon, grape, orange, and blue raspberry. 

Also, for the first time in itôs 145-year history, the 

public was invited to participate online to decide 

what phrases of love would appear. The winners  

include, ñTweet Me,ò ñText Me,ò ñYou Rock,ò ñSoul 

Mate,ò ñLove Bug,ò and ñMe + You.ò 

You can have your own, custom-made sayingsðthe 

catch is that youôll have to buy a full production run, 

or about 1.7 million candy hearts. But youôll have 

plenty of time to eat themðthey should stay fresh for 

at least five years! 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF... Quotations for Valentineôs Day 

Oh, if it be to choose and call thee mine, love, thou art 

every day my Valentine! ~ Thomas Hood 

 

I donôt understand why Cupid was chosen to represent 

Valentineôs Day. When I think about romance, the last 

thing on my mind is a short, chubby toddler coming at 

me with a weapon. ~ Author Unknown. 

 

Gravitation is not responsible for people falling in love. 

~ Albert Einstein 

 

Grow old with me, the best is yet to be. ~ Robert 

Browning 

 

Without love, what are we worth? Eighty-nine cents! 

Eighty-nine cents worth of chemicals walking around 

lonely. ~ MASH, Hawkeye 

 

We are all a little weird and lifeôs a little weird, and 

when we find someone whose weirdness is compatible 

with ours, we join up with them and fall in mutual 

weirdness and call it love.~ Author Unknown 

 

Loving is not just looking at each other, itôs looking in 

the same direction.ðAntoine de Saint-Exupery, Wind, 

Sand, and Stars, 1939 

 

You have to walk carefully in the beginning of love; the 

running across fields into your loverôs arms can only 

come later when youôre sure they wonôt laugh if you 

trip. ~ Jonathan Carroll, ñOutside the Dog Museumò 

 

Anyone can catch your eye, but it takes someone special 

to catch your heart. ~ Author Unknown 

 

www.quotegarden.com 
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P R E S C H O O L   

2 0 1 0-2 0 1 1  O F F I C E R S : 

P R E S I D E N T  

Sheila Hoeft 

president@dextercoop.com 

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  

Michelle Skinner 

michelle@ssptrs.com 

S E C R E T A R Y  

Cindy Cox 

phtulip@yahoo.com 

T R E A S U R E R  

Jodi Kniesteadt 

roynjodi@aol.com 

T U I T I O N   

T R E A S U R E R  

Jennifer Green 

jenn@nlcweb.org 

M E M B E R S H I P   

C H A I R P E R S O N  

Nicole McMichael 

membership@dextercoop.com 

T E A C H E R S  

3ôs: Mrs. Pam Wittenberg 

pwitte777@aol.com 

4ôs: Mrs. Joan Vladuchick 

jmvlad@yahoo.com 
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Editorõs Page 

Submission Information 

If you would like to submit a picture, 

craft, recipe, poem, etc. for the March 

edition of the Kaleidoscope, please send 

your contribution to both members of 

the newsletter team by February 28. 

Brian McGuire: 

bmcguire42@netzero.com 

Marta Coffer:  

Contact the Dexter Cooperative Nursery School, Inc. 

 

7643 W. Huron River Dr. 

P.O. Box 392 

Dexter, MI 48130 

(734)426-2491 

Weõre on the Web! 

Dextercoop.com  

Did You Know?  

   ñThe first representation of Saint Valentine appeared in the Nuremberg 

Chronicle (1493); alongside the woodcut portrait of Valentine, the text 

states that he was a Roman priest martyred during the reign of Claudius 

II, known as Claudius Gothicus. He was arrested and imprisoned upon 

being caught marrying Christian couples and otherwise aiding Christians 

who were at the time being persecuted by Claudius in Rome.ò  He was a 

true champion of love!  

Wikipedia.org 

I Like You 
Valentine I like you,  
Iôm glad that youôre my friend; 
We have lots of fun together, 
We are the perfect blend. 

-Joanna Fuchs 
www.poemsource.com  



Ads 

Jazzercise Center-Dexter 

8007 Main St. Jazzercise.com 

Jdexjazz@aol.com 

734-476-1443 

No Joining Fee with this ad! 



Ads 

Specializing in Pediatric, Athletic  
Performance, Maternity  

and Family Wellness Care. 
 

We take the "crack" out of chiropractic. 
Advanced Proficiency Activator Technique 

 
We are located in Downtown Dexter, 

same plaza as Cottage Inn Pizza 
3219 Broad St, Suite 106. 

 
Call 734-253-2114 to schedule 
your Family Wellness check up. 



Ads 

Can-Do-It Handyman 

John Bihlmeyer 

734-645-9885 or  

734-429-7527 
sewwritenancy@sbcglobal.net 

Snow Plowing 

Painting ïInterior and Exterior  

Remodeling  

Seasonal Chores  

Carpentry  

Flooring 

Plumbing repairs 

Furniture Building and  

      Refurbishing 

Shorten your ñHoney-Do Listò 

LicensedðInsured 

Over 15 Years in Service 



Ads 

 

Please support these local businesses since they help support 

the Dexter Co-op through these advertisements. Some  

ads offer great deals or discounts just for co-op families!  



Ads 


