
 

 

4s:  Mrs. Joan 
Feb  26  Conference Sign-up  
 sheet on bulletin board 
Mar 19 Maple Syruping and  
 breakfast at Hudson Mills 
 

Save the Date! 

the 

Co-op Connection 
Grow with your kids! 

Letter from the President 
Happy New Year, and Welcome back! By now, the kids seem to be quite 
settled into routines in their classrooms, and are very comfortable with 
Mrs. Joan and Mrs. Pam (sometimes, a little too much!) It is great to 
watch them interact with each other and the teachers! :-) 

I wanted to make a couple of plugs as we head into the new year. It may 
seem early, but registration for the fall is really right around the corner. Be 
thinking of people you know who might be interested and would be a 
great addition to the Co-op family! Our Open House will be March 9th @ 
5:30pm, followed by the Online Registration on March 13th. To all the 
3's, don't forget to register for next year. The early registration deadline 
for current members and alumni is February 26th.  
Along with r egistration, begin thinking about what job, or maybe 
even board position (President!), that you might like to get next 
year. Check out http://dextercoop.com/Forms/Jobs.pdf  to find 
out more. We will be voting on the new board members in March! 
Looking forward to seeing you soon!     ~Diane Jacob 

ValentineÕs Day Party 
February 10th & 11th 

 

Family Fun Night  
February 19th  
 

VIP Night /No School 
February 25th  
 

 

3/4s:  Mrs. Pam 
Feb 18th Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

February 
Buzz... 
110 S. Main St. 
Chelsea, MI, 48118 
(734) 475-3539  
What is sweet,  
passionate, and  
brings good luck? The 
Chocolate  
Extravaganza in  
downtown Chelsea! This 
popular event to indulge in all 
things chocolate-y is back 
with additional events and 
treats to celebrate both 
ValentineÕs Day and the 
Lunar New Year, the year of 
the Tiger. Bring a loved one 
to downtown Chelsea on 
Saturday, February 13th, to 
shop, eat, and ÒexperienceÓ 
chocolate. Participating stores 
throughout Chelsea will offer 
free chocolate tasting, sales 
on chocolate-themed 
merchandise, and family fun 
activities  
Cost: This is a free event.  
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Note from Mrs. Pam 
I read this article a while back regarding children and ÒplayingÓ and I wanted to share it with you. I really love this 
article.  I think itÕs a big eye-opener and it makes us realize that children really do learn a lot from simply playing!    

~Mrs. Pam 

Three Year Old News 
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Who said, ÒBut All They Do Is Play?Ó  
By Janice Thorson 

When I play  
ÒLetÕs pretendÓ I learnÉ 

 
¥ New words 
¥ Expressive language 
¥ How it feels to be someone else 
¥ Self reliance 
¥ Problem-solving 
¥ Cleaning up 
¥ Respect for feelings & property 
¥ Self confidence 
¥ Independence 
¥ Eye-hand coordination 
¥ Cooperation 

When I play with art 
materials I learnÉ  

 
¥ Colors  
¥ Creativity 
¥ New words 
¥ Pride in my independence 
¥ How things work 
¥ Shapes 
¥ Textures 
¥ Self reliance 
¥ Color mixing 
¥ Properties of matter 

When I read a book or am 
read to, I learnÉ  

 
¥ New words 
¥ Expressive language 
¥ Sentence structure 
¥ Listening skills 
¥ New information 
¥ Creativity and Imagination 
¥ Sequence (Beginning, 

Middle, End) 
¥ Logical thinking 
¥ Reading Readiness 
¥ A love for books 

When I play on large muscle 
equipment, I learnÉ  

 
¥ Coordination 
¥ Sharing  
¥ Taking Turns 
¥ Sequence 
¥ Time 
¥ First-last 
¥ Rules of the road 
¥ Position 
¥ Creativity 
¥ How things work 

When I play with Games and 
Puzzles, I learnÉ  

  
!  Eye-hand coordination 
!  Problem-solving 
!  Shapes, colors, sizes 
!  Sorting 
!  Spatial Relationships 
!  New words 
!  Counting 
!  Cooperation 
!  Sharing 
!  Positions 

 

When I play with blocks, I learnÉ  
 
¥ Balance 
¥ Gravity 
¥ Position 
¥ Size 
¥ Eye-hand coordination 
¥ Shape 
¥ Self-confidence 
¥ New words 
¥ Creativity  
¥ Problem solving 
¥ Numbers 
¥ Pride 
¥ Design 

When I play with water or 
sand, I learnÉ  

 
¥ Effects of gravity 
¥ Sorting 
¥ Buoyancy 
¥ Properties of matter 
¥ Five senses 
¥ Cooperation 
¥ Sharing 
¥ Measuring 
¥ Weights 
¥ Creativity and Imagination 
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Member Close-Up 
Get to know Becki Herrema -- Mom to Matthew in the 4 a.m. class and co-chair of the Ways and Means 

committee. This is her 3rd and last child in the Co-Op. 
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Tell us about your family: 
We are a busy family of five.  Kate (2005 co-op alumni) is in 4th grade.  She enjoys playing piano and 
reading.  Amy (2007 co-op alumni) in in 2nd grade.  She loves writing, reading and participating in 
Running Club during recess.  Both girls attend Ann Arbor Christian School, take ice skating lessons and 
are involved in GEMS, the girls' club at our church.  Matthew loves the 4 year old class with Mrs. Joan 
and plays pillo polo.  Dan is an environmental engineer and is also a youth group leader, Sunday 
School teacher and school board member.  Becki is a stay at home mom and currently serves on the co-
op board, participates in youth ministry at church, and will be co-directing vacation bible school this 
coming summer. 

Matthew, Amy & Kate Herrema 

 
 
How many years have you been involved in the co op? 
We have been involved in the co-op for 6 out of the last 7 years. 
 
What is your favorite part of being involved in a co op? 
Since our older children do not attend Dexter public schools, we have enjoyed getting to know other 
Dexter families through the co-op.  We also appreciate the many ways that parents are involved in the 
co-op.  VIP Nights have been fun for Dan and a neat way to meet the preschool teachers.  When the 
kids were asked what they liked most about the co-op Kate said painting and playing in the large motor 
room.  Amy said she liked the igloo made out of milk cartons and indoor recess in the large motor 
room.  Matthew likes playing and making crafts, field trips to the Leslie Science Center and obstacle 
courses in the large motor room. 
 
What made you choose the co op over a traditional day care? 
We chose the Dexter Co-op because it was recommended by other families in our church, including a 
former Dexter co-op teacher, and because we were eager to be involved in our children's preschool. 
 
What are your favorite family activities to do on the weekends?  
When we have free time our family enjoys watching movies together, reading chapter books out loud, 
biking, hiking at Peach Mountain or Hudson Mills and camping.  Doughnuts from the Dexter Bakery 
are a Saturday morning tradition! 
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Letter from Mrs. Joan 
Ice is a familiar substance that your child can  
explore while expanding their vocabulary to  
include words such as temperature and thermometer.  
Ice also introduces children to concepts of freezing  
and melting Ð how water can change from liquid to solid and back again. We watched the ice 
melt in our classroom by placing it next to the heat vent, and then we refroze it by putting the 
water outside.  
 
Things you can do at home are numerous. One is to teach the difference between your freezer 
and the refrigerator. You can talk about where you place ice cream or popsicles and let them tell 
you why.  Ask questions that require your preschooler to think and analyze. How are water and 
ice the same? How are they different? 
 
Teach science to your children whenever possible. Unfortunately, very little time is given to it 
during the early elementary school years. This is very unfortunate since young children are 
natural scientists and incredibly inquisitive. I saw the benefits of nurturing scientific inquiry with 
my own children and I would love for you to do the same. 
 

"  Play ice cube hockey outside 
"  Have ice cubes race down a steep ramp 
"  Place salt on the ice and watch it bore holes through the ice. 

 
We also learned about how blubber keeps animals warm during the winter months by simulating 
blubber. We placed Crisco inside a plastic bag, and then inserted another plastic bag (so the 
childrenÕs hands would not get Crisco all over them). One hand was placed in the ÒblubberÓ bag 
and the other in a single plastic bag. With both hands in a tub of ice water, the children were able 
to feel how the blubber insulated them from the cold just like the penguinÕs blubber enables them 
to live in the cold.  
 
And, most importantly, have FUN! 
 
~Mrs. Joan 
 

Four Year Old News 
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Month of February 
Fairy February-A Downtown Saline Treasure Hunt  
Around the Downtown Saline Shopping District, (734)  944-ARTS  
Secreted around Downtown, twelve whimsical Fairy DoorsÑeach created by a Saline artist from the 212 Arts 
CenterÑare waiting to be found! Pick up a treasure hunt playing card at a participating Downtown business then 
collect a stamp at each Fairy Door location. When your card is full, turn it in for a chance to win a gift basket! 
Participating businesses include: Pineapple House, The Calico Cat Book & Gift Shoppe, New Era Chiropratic, The 
Bling Thing, Spotted Dog Winery, Maureen's Designs, The Resale Boutique, My Favorite Cafe, Cobblestone Rose, 
Accent jewelry, and 212 Art Center.  Cost:  Free! 
 
Feb. 4, 2010 - Feb. 21, 2010, Only on: Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays; Thursdays at 7 p.m., Fridays at 8 p.m., 
Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m. 
The Encore Theater Presents: The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
The Encore Theater, 3126 Broad St., Dexter, 734-268-6200  
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, by William Finn and Rachel Sheinkin, is a hilarious tale of 
overachievers' angst chronicling the experience of six adolescent outsiders vying for the spelling championship of a 
lifetime. The show's Tony Award winning creative team has created the unlikeliest of hit musicals about the 
unlikeliest of heroes: a quirky yet charming cast of outsiders for whom a spelling bee is the one place where they 
can stand out and fit in at the same time. The cast of Spelling Bee will feature professional actors from New York, 
Chicago and Michigan. Cost:  $25-$28  
 
February 6, 2010 at 7 p.m. 
GirlsÕ Night Out at Ann Arbor Cooks  
5060 Jackson Rd., Ann Arbor, 734-645-1030 
Hey Ladies!  It's cocktail party time!  Join a group of girlfriends for a fun evening of laughs, learning, cooking, and 
eating some delicious hors d'oeuvres! Menu:  Lamb Lollipops with Pomegranate Glaze; Crispiest Potato Pancakes 
with Brown Butter-Rosemary Applesauce; Asian Meatballs on Snow Pea Picks; Endive with Pomegranate and 
Lemon Cream; Parsnip-Carrot Soup Sip with Creme Fraiche. Cost: $65  
 
February 6, 2010; Saturday, 7:30 and 10 p.m. 
So Percussion 
U-M Museum of Art, 525 South State Street, Ann Arbor , (734) 764-2538  
Since coming together at the Yale School of Music in 1999, S™ Percussion has been creating music that is at turns 
raucous and touching, barbarous and heartfelt. Realizing that percussion instruments can communicate all the 
extremes of emotion and musical possibility, it has not been an easy music to define. Called Òastonishing and 
entrancingÓ by Billboard Magazine, ÒbrilliantÓ by the New York Times, the Brooklyn based quartetÕs innovative 
work with todayÕs most exciting composers and their own original music has quickly helped them forge a unique 
and diverse career. With an audience comprised of "both kinds of blue hair... elderly matron here, arty punk there" 
(as the Boston Globe described it), S™ Percussion makes a rare and wonderful breed of music that both compels 
instantly and offers vast rewards for engaged listening. Edgy (at least in the sense that little other music sounds like 
this) and ancient (in that people have been hitting objects for eons), perhaps it doesnÕt need to be defined after all. 
Cost: $40 general admission. 
 
 

 

February BuzzÉ 
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February Buzz (Continued)É 
Feb. 9, 2010 - Feb. 11, 2010; Tuesday at 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Wednesday at 10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday at 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
Wild Swan Theater Presents: Momma Kemba as Sojourner Truth  
Towsley Aud ., Morris Lawrence Bldg., Washtenaw College, 4800 E . Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor, (734) 995 -
0530 
Chicago actress Momma Kemba aprears as Sojourner Truth, the African American activist who was born into 
slavery and spent her life in the struggle against oppression. Although she could not read or write, Sojourner told 
her story, and this stirring portrayal is drawn from her own words. Cost: Children $8, adults $12  
 
February 14, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. 
E.T. at The Michigan theater  
The Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty St., Ann Arbor , 734-668-8397 
Elliot is your normal boy, until one day, when he meets a little lost alien. He decides to keep the alien, in which he 
gives the name E.T. Elliot works with E.T. in trying to find him a way to get back home, but must make the 
difficult sacrifice. Should he help his new friend and lose him? Whatever the decision is, Elliot must keep him 
hidden, as someone else is out to look for him. 1982. Rated PG. 115 minutes. Cost: Children under 12 free. $9.00 
for parents and other adults, $7.00 for students, seniors and US veterans.  
 
Feb. 18, 2010 - Feb. 20, 2010; Thursday at 10 a.m. Friday at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Saturday at 11 a.m. 
Wild Swan Theater Presents: Under the African Sky 
Towsley Aud ., Morris Lawrence Bldg., Washtenaw College, 4800 E . Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor, (734) 995 -
0530 
New for Black History Month! Wild Swan brings to life a new collection of African folktales that come to life to 
explain our world. Colorful costumes, masks, and traditional music will delight and teach our littlest fans.  
Cost: Children $8, adults $12  
 
Feb. 20, 2010 - Feb. 21, 2010; Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at 1 p.m. 
The ArkÕs 23rd Annual Storytelling Festival 
The Ark, 316 Main St., Ann Arbor, 734 -763-TKTS 
Each year The Ark brings audiences along on a journey to the land of the mind's eye with our February 
Storytelling Festival, featuring talespinners from far and wide. This year's headliners bring diversity, interactivity, 
and plenty of humor. African-American Illinois storyteller Linda Gorham energizes her audiences by using 
movement, humor, and sometimes zaniness as she tells multicultural folktales updated with attitude! Her stories 
amuse, stimulate, and make you laugh out loud. Charleston, West Virginia storyteller Bil Lepp describes himself 
as a "liar," and in fact he got his start when he won the West Virginia Liars Contest in 1990, picking up a hundred 
dollars and a golden shovel for his efforts. Yvonne Healy and Darryl Mickens fill the bill for an event that's one of 
southeast Michigan's hidden gems. Cost: $20/Sat. and $10/Sun  
 
Feb. 23, 2010 - Feb. 26, 2010; Only on: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays; 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Make Way for Spring! School-Break Getaway 
Matthaei Botanical Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Rd., An n Arbor, 734-647-7600 
Mom, dad, kids: get away from winter on a mini-cation during school-break.Feb. 23: Little BittaÕ Spring: Decorate 
pots and plant them with spring bulbs to take home. Bring your favorite dish or pot or use one of ours. Feb. 24: 
Bathtub Bouquets: Mix up your own special herbal bath potions to take home. Feb. 25: Tropical Topics: Take a 
tour through the tropical house to learn about plants like chocolate, vanilla, ginger, and pepper. Feb. 26: Fairies 
and Trolls: Build your own fairy dish gardens and miniature fairy and troll homes.Fee includes materials, 
activities, & admission to conservatory. Also, take a self-guided scavenger hunt to search for fairies, trolls, and 
other fantastical creatures that will be hidden in the conservatory during spring-break week (Feb. 20Ð28). 
Preregistration requested for scheduled activities; drop-ins welcome. Cost: $5.00 6 
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Dexter Co-Op Nursery 

2009-2010 Officers: 

 
President:  
Diane Jacob  
president@dextercoop.com  
 
Vice-President:  
Jodi Kniesteadt  
vicepresident@dextercoop.com  
 
Secretary:  
Cindy Cox  
secretary@dextercoop.com  
 
Treasurer:  
Toni Burrus  
treasurer@dextercoop.com  
 
Tuition Treasurer:  
Tracy Kapusansky  
tuitiontreasurer@dextercoop.com  
 
Membership Chairperson:  
Charissa Keller  
membership@dextercoop.com  
 

Teachers: 
 
3's Teacher:  
Mrs. Pam Wittenberg 
Pwitte777@aol.com 
 
4's Teacher:  
Mrs. Joan Vladuchick 
jmvlad@yahoo.com 
 

Contact: 
 

Dexter Cooperative Nursery, Inc. 
7643 W. Huron River Drive P.O. 

Box 392, Dexter, MI 48130  
(734) 426-2491 

 
 

 
 

Food For Thought 

Perhaps this Rubric from a local preschool will 
prompt some thoughts regarding our ownÉ  

What should I look for in a Preschool for my child? 

!  How will this school help my child and my family transition into a 
preschool setting? 

!  How do you help children when they are missing thei r parents? 

!  How does this school create a sense of community fo r families? 

!  How does this school involve parents in their child 's preschool 
experience? 

!  How do you select your teachers? 

!  What is your approach to balancing academics, socia l skill 
development, and emotional growth? 

!  Does the school require my child to be potty traine d? 

!  How will you work with us to support this goal? 

!  What is the class size and the reasoning behind it?  

!  How many students per teacher? 

!  How is your preschool day structured for the childr en?  

!  How are children prepared for changes in routine? 

!  Who will be involved in my child's day at school? 

!  Are creative arts such as music, visual arts, and m ovement 
incorporated into the program? 

!  Will my child interact with the same core group of children each 
day to build community and trust? 

!  Does your program have connected or alternating day s, and 
why? 

!  How do you deal with conflicts between children? 

!  Will this school offer counseling and support to me et my family's 
changing needs throughout the school year? 

!  How are birthdays celebrated? 

!  Are holidays celebrated at the school? 

!  How do you help children understand difference?  

Hot tip: 
 

ValentineÕs day is February 
14 TH ÉEVEN IF HE/SHE SAYS ÔI DONÕT 

NEED ANYTHING,Õ GO AHEAD AND 
SURPRISE THEM ANYWAY.  
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ÒCANDY. 
SHE 

GIVES ME 
CANDYÓ 

KISS ME 

 
LOVE 

ME  

Notes of Love 
Mrs. Pam asked the children to tell us 

why they love their mommiesÉhere are 
some of their responses. 
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ÒShe loves me a 
lot, a lotÓ 

ÒGoing to 
the parkÓ 

ÒShe makes 

dinner for me 

and takes me to 

the grocery 

storeÓ 

ÒShe plays My Little 
Pony with meÓ ÒI love making her 

cheeks softÓ 

ÒShe loves my doggyÓ 

ÒShe does EVERYTHING for meÓ 

ÒShe plays 
Chutes and 

Ladders with 
meÓ 

ÒShe reads 
me 

storiesÓ 

! Because 
she has 
food"  
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3 AM/PM Birthdays:  4 AM/PM Birthdays: 

Name Date 
 

Marissa Skinner January 18 
Connor Kniesteadt February 1 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Name Date 
 

Emily Schultz January 13 
Hannah Schultz January 13 
Aiden Huttenga February 8 
Jonas Cook February 18 
Joseph Tessmer February 26 
Lena Gardner February 27 
  
  
 

Thank you to everyone that submitted questionnaires, pictures or advertisements for this newsletter. Keep them coming! 
 

SUBMIT PICTURES, STORIES, & IDEAS TO YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM:  
Wendy Martin (Mom to Lauren, 4AM) wmartin1208@yahoo.com 

Bob & Dina DeMerell (Parents to Lia & Maria, 3PM) bobdemerell@earthlink.net 
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TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS, CONTACT HOLLY CABANA, 
H C A B A N A @C O M C A S T . N E T (COST $25 FOR QUARTERPAGE)  

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS: 

A  convenient dinner 
solution!!! 

HazelÕs 
Home 

CookinÕ 
Hours: 11 am - 7 pm,  

Mon - Fri  
Delivery Available:  

5 pm - 7 pm  
8050 Main St. 

Dexter 
734-426-FOOD  (3663)  
Lunch $6.50   Dinner $8.50 

 
!  Delicious, home cooked, hot, ready-to-eat meals for 

carry out or delivery 
!  Healthier than fast food at a reasonable price 
!  Featuring a rotating menu of 2 entreŽs with side dishes 

daily, as well as a selection of decadant desserts 
!  Refrigerated and frozen meals are also available 
!  Please check our website for the weekly menu: 

www.hazelshomecookin.com 
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TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS, CONTACT HOLLY CABANA, 
H C A B A N A @C O M C A S T . N E T (COST $25 FOR QUARTERPAGE)  

Ayers
Plumbing

-residential and commercial-

Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

(734)255-2358(734)449-7111

Mark Ayers
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TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS, CONTACT HOLLY CABANA, 
H C A B A N A @C O M C A S T . N E T (COST $25 FOR QUARTERPAGE)  
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Specializing in Pediatric, Athletic Performance, 
Maternity and Family Wellness Care. 

 
We take the "crack" out of chiropractic 

Advanced Proficiency Activator Technique 
 

We are located in Downtown Dexter 
same plaza as Cottage Inn Pizza 

3219 Broad St, Suite 106, 
 

Now Open 
Call 734-253-2114 to schedule 
your Family Wellness check up 


