February
Buzz...

110 S. Main St.

Chelsea, MI, 48118

(734) 475-3539

What is sweet,

passionate, and

brings good luck? The
Chocolate

Extravaganza in

downtown Chelsea! This
popular event to indulge in all
things chocolatey is back
with additional events and
treats to celebrate both
ValentineOs Day and the
Lunar New Year, the year of
the Tiger. Bring a loved one
to downtown Chelsea on
Saturday, February 13th, to
shop, eat, and OexperienceC
chocolate. Participating store:
throughout Chelsea will offer
free chocolate tasting, sales
on chocolatethemed
merchandise, and family fun
activities

Cost: This is a free event.

etter from the President

Happy New Year, and Welcome back! By now, the kidseem to be quite
settled into routines in their classrooms, and arery comfortable with
Mrs. Joan and Mrs. Pam (sometimes, a little too mud) It is great to
watch them interact with each other and thegiachers! :-)

| wanted to make a couple of plugs as we head inthe new year. It may
seem early, but registration for the fall is reallsight around the corner. Be
thinking of people you know who might be interestednd would be a
great addition to the Ceop family! Our Open House will be March 9th @
5:30pm, followed by the Online Registration on Marh 13th. To all the
3's, don't forget to register for next year. The dg registration deadline
for current members and alumni is February 26th.

Along with registration, begin thinking about what job, or maybe
even board position (President!), that you might like to get next
year. Check outhttp://dextercoop.com/Forms/Jobs.pdf to find

out more. We will be voting on the new board members in March!
Looking forward to seeing you sooh ~Diane Jacob

Save the Date!

ValentineOs Day Party| 3/4s: Mrs. Pam
February 10" & 11" Feb 18"

Family Fun Night 4s: Mrs. Joan

February 19" Feb 26  Conference Sign-up
) sheet on bulletin board
VIP Night/No School Mar19  Maple Syruping and

February 25" breakfast at Hudson Mills

Parent-Teacher Conferences
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| read this article a while back regarding childae OplayingO and | wanted to share it with yoeally love this
article. | think itOs a big egpener and it makes us realize that children realliearn a lot from simply playing!

When | play with blocks, | learnE

Balance
Gravity

Position

Size

Eye-hand coordination
SIETC
Self-confidence
New words
Creativity
Problem solving
Numbers

Pride

Design

¥
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¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥

~Mrs. Pam

When | play on large muscle

equipment, | learnE

Coordination
Sharing

Taking Turns
Sequence

Time

First-last

Rules of the road
Position
Creativity

How things work

HK K K K K K K K K K

When | play
OLetOs pretendO | learnE

New words

Expressive language

How it feels to be someone else
Self reliance

Problem-solving

Cleaning up

Respect for feelings & property
Self confidence

Independence

Eye-hand coordination
Cooberation

K KK K K K K K K K

When | play with art

materials | learnE

Colors

Creativity

New words

Pride in my independence
How things work

SETLES

Textures

Self reliance

Color mixing

Properties of matter

When | read a book or am

K K K K K K K

K K K

read to, | learnE

New words
Expressive language
Sentence structure
Listening skills

New information
Creativity and Imagination
Sequence (Beginning,
Middle, End)

Logical thinking
Reading Readiness

A love for books




We are a busyfamily of five. Kate (2005 co-op alumni) is in 4th grade. She enjoys playing piano and
reading. Amy (2007 co-op alumni) in in 2nd grade. She loves writing, reading and participating in
Running Club during recess.Both girls attend Ann Arbor Christian School, take ice skating lessoasd
are involved in GEMS, the girls' club at our church.Matthew loves the 4 year old class with Mrs. Joar
and plays pillo polo. Dan is anenvironmental engineerand is also a youth group leader, Sunday
School teacherand school board member. Becki is a stay at home mom and currently serves on the ¢
op board, participates in youth ministry at church, and will be co-directing vacation bible school this
coming summer.

Matthew, Amy & Kate Herrema

We have been involved in the cap for 6 out of the last 7 years.

Since our older children do not attendDexter public schools, we have enjoyed getting to know other
Dexter families through the ceop. We also appreciate the many ways thaarents are involved in the
co-op. VIP Nights have been fun for Dan and a neat way to meet the preschool teachers. When the
kids were asked what they liked most about the ap Kate said painting and playing in the large motor
room. Amy said she liked the igloo made out of milk cartons and indoor recess in the large motor
room. Matthew likes playing and making crafts, field trips to the Leslie Science Center and obstacle
coursesin the large motor room.

We chose the Dexter Ceop because it was recommended by other families in our church, including a
former Dexter co-op teacher, and because we were eager to be involved in our children's preschool.

When we have free time our family enjoys watching movies togethaeading chapter books out loud,
biking, hiking at Peach Mountain or Hudson Mills and camping. Doughnuts from the Dexter Bakery
are a Saturday morning tradition!
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Letter from Mrs. Joan

Ice is a familiar substance that your child can

explore while expanding their vocabulary to

include words such as temperature and thermometer.

Ice also introduces children to concepts of freeZin

and melting B how water can change from liquid to solid and backgain. We watched the ic:
melt in our classroom by placing it next to the hdavent, and then we refroze it by putting th
water outside.

Things you can do at home are numerous. One is tedch the difference between your freez
and the refrigerator. You can talk about where yoplace ice cream or popsicles and let them t
you why. Ask questions that require your preschoef to think and analyze. How are water an
ice the same? How are they different?

Teach science to your children whenever possible.ntbrtunately, very little time is given to it
during the early elementary school years. This isexy unfortunate since young children ar
natural scientists and incredibly inquisitive. | sa the benefits of nurturing scientific inquiry with
my own children and | would love for you to do thesame.

" Play ice cube hockey outside
Have ice cubes race down a steep ramp
Place salt on the ice and watch it bore holes thrgh the ice.

We also learned about how blubber keeps animals warduring the winter months by simulating
blubber. We placed Crisco inside a plastic bag, artien inserted another plastic bag (so tl
childrenOs hands would not get Crisco all over thén®ne hand was placed in the OblubberO |
and the other in a single plastic bag. With both hmts in a tub of ice water, the children were ab
to feel how the blubber insulated them from the cdljust like the penguinOs blubber enables th
to live in the cold.

And, most importantly, have FUN!

~Mrs. Joan
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Month of February

Around the Downtown Saline Shopping District, (734) 944ARTS

Secreted around Downtown, twelve whimsical Fairy DorsNeach created by a Saline artist from the 212 Arts
CenteNare waiting to be found! Pick up a treasure hunt faying card at a participating Downtown business #n
collect a stamp at each Fairy Door location. Whengur card is full, turn it in for a chance to win agift basket!
Participating businesses include: Pineapple HousEhe Calico Cat Book & Gift Shoppe, New Era Chiropraic, The
Bling Thing, Spotted Dog Winery, Maureen's DesignsThe Resale Boutique, My Favorite Cafe, CobblestoriRose,
Accent jewelry, and 212 Art Center.Cost: Free!

Feb. 4, 2010Feb. 21, 2010, Only on: Thursdays, Fridaysd8gsiISundays; Thursdays at 7 p.m., Fridaysmat,8 p.
Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m.

The Encore Theater, 3126 Broad St., Dexter, 734268-6200

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, by Wilam Finn and Rachel Sheinkin, is a hilarious tale of
overachievers' angst chronicling the experience sik adolescent outsiders vying for the spelling chapionship of a
lifetime. The show's Tony Award winning creative tam has created the unlikeliest of hit musicalabout the
unlikeliest of heroes: a quirky yet charming castf@utsiders for whom a spelling bee is the one pkaevhere they
can stand out and fit in at the same time. The caef Spelling Bee will feature professional actorsdm New York,
Chicago and Michigan. Cost: $25-$28

February 6, 2010 at 7 p.m.

5060 Jackson Rd., Ann Arbor, 734-645-1030

Hey Ladies! It's cocktail party time! Join a grop of girlfriends for a fun evening of laughs, leaing, cooking, and
eating some delicious hors d'oeuvres! Menu: Lambollipops with Pomegranate Glaze; Crispiest Potatodhcakes
with Brown Butter-Rosemary Applesauce; Asian Meatballs on Snow PedcRs; Endive with Pomegranate and
Lemon Cream; ParsnipCarrot Soup Sip with Creme FraicheCost: $65

February, 2010; Saturday, 7:30 and 10 p.m.

U-M Museum of Art, 525 South State Street, Ann Arbor, (734) 764-2538

Since coming together at the Yale School of Musini1l999, S™ Percussion has been creating music iat turns
raucous and touching, barbarous and heartfelt. Rézihg that percussion instruments can communicatdlahe
extremes of emotion and musical possibility, it hasot been an easy music to define. Called Oastonighand
entrancingO by BillboarMagazine, ObrilliantO by the New York Times, the Boklyn based quartetOs innovative
work with todayOs most exciting composers and thewn original music has quickly helped them forge anique
and diverse career. With an audience comprised dbdth kinds of blue hair... elderly matron here, aytpunk there"
(as the Boston Globe described it), S™ Percussioakes a rare and wonderful breed of music that botompels
instantly and offers vast rewards for engaged list@g. Edgy (at least in the sense that little othenusic sounds like
this) and ancient (in that people have been hittingbjects for eons), perhaps it doesnOt need to bérekd after all.
Cost: $40 general admission.
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Feb. 9, 2010Feb. 11, 2010; Tuesday at 10 a.m. and 12:30/pdnesday at 10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.
Thursday at 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

Towsley Aud ., Morris Lawrence Bldg., Washtenaw College, 4800 E . Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor, (734) 995 -
0530

Chicago actress Momma Kemba aprears as Sojourneruth, the African American activist who was born ino
slavery and spent her life in the struggle againgppression. Although she could not read or write, ourner told
her story, and this stirring portrayal is drawn from her ownwords. Cost: Children $8, adults $12

February 14, 2010 at 1:30 p.m.

The Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty St., Ann Arbor , 734-668-8397

Elliot is your normal boy, until one day, when he neets a little lost alien. He decides to keep thee, in which he
gives the name E.T. Elliot works with E.T. in trying to find him a way to get back home, but must makthe
difficult sacrifice. Should he help his new frien&nd lose him? Wlatever the decision is, Elliot must keep him
hidden, as someone else is out to look for him. 198Rated PG. 115 minutesCost: Children under 12 free. $9.00
for parents and other adults, $7.00 for studentsrsors and US veterans.

Feb. 18, 201-0Feb. 20, 2010; Thursday at 10 a.m. Friday atil@ad 1 p.m. Saturday at 11 a.m.

Towsley Aud ., Morris Lawrence Bldg., Washtenaw College, 4800 E . Huron River Dr., Ann Arbor, (734) 995 -
0530

New for Black History Month! Wild Swan brings to life a new collection of African folktales that comeo life to
explain our world. Colorful costumes, masks, and &ditional music will delight and teach our littlestfans.

Cost: Children $8, adults $12

Feb. 20, 201-0Feb. 21, 2010; Saturday at 7 p.m., Sundayrmat 1 p.

The Ark, 316 Main St., Ann Arbor, 734 -763-TKTS

Each year The Ark brings audiences along on a jouey to the land of the mind's eye with our February
Storytelling Festival, featuring talespinners fronfar and wide. This year's headliners bring diversitinteractivity,
and plenty of humor. African-rAmerican lllinois storyteller Linda Gorham energizs her audiences by using
movement, humor, and sometimes zaniness as she saihulticultural folktales updated with attitude! He stories
amuse, stimulate, and make you laugh out loud. Chkaston, West Virginia storyteller Bil Lepp describg himself
as a "liar," and in fact he got his start when he an the West Virginia Liars Contest in 1990, pickingip a hundred
dollars and a golden shovel for his efforts. Yvonndealy and Darryl Mickens fill the bill for an evert that's one of
southeast Michigan's hidden gem<Cost: $20/Sat. and $10/Sun

Feb. 23, 2010Feb. 26, 2010; Only on: Tuesdays, WednesdagslajsuFridays; 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Matthaei Botanical Gardens, 1800 N. Dixboro Rd., An n Arbor, 734-647-7600

Mom, dad, kids: get away from winter on a minication during schootbreak.Feb.23: Little Bittad Spring: Decorat:
pots and plant them with spring bulbs to take homering your favorite dish or pot or use one of ourd-eb. 24:
Bathtub Bouquets: Mix up your own special herbal lih potions to take home Feb. 25: Tropical Topics: Take a
tour through the tropical house to learn about plas like chocolate, vanilla, ginger, and peppeFeb. 26: Fairies
and Trolls: Build your own fairy dish gardens and rmiature fairy and troll homes.Fee includes materia,
activities, & admission to conseratory. Also, take a self-guided scavenger hunt search for fairies, trolls, and
other fantastical creatures that will be hidden ithe conservatory during springoreak week (Feb. 20D28).
Preregistration requested for scheduled activitiedrop-ins welcome.Cost: $5.00 6



How will this  school help my child and my family transition into
preschool setting?

How do you help children when they are missing thei r parents?
How does this school create a sense of community fo r families?

How does this school involve parents in their child 's preschool
experience?

How do you select your teachers?

What is your approach to balancing academics, socia | skill
development, and emotional growth?

Does the school require my child to be potty traine d?
How will you work with us to support this goal?

What is the class size and the reasoning behind it?

How many students per teacher?

How is your preschool day structured for the childr

How are children prepared for changes in routine?

Who will be involved in my child's day at school?

Are creative arts such as music, visual arts, and m ovement
incorporated into the program?

Will my child interact with the same core group of children each
day to build community and trust?

Does your program have connected or alternating day s, and
why?

How do you deal with conflicts between children?

Will this school offer counseling and support to me et my family's
changing needs throughout the school year?

How are birthdays celebrated?
Are holidays celebrated at the school?

How do you help children understand difference?

ValentineOs day is
EEVEN IF HE/SHE SAYS OI DONOT

NEED ANYTHING,0 GO AHEAD AND
SURPRISE THEM ANYWAY.




OShe loves me a
lot, a lotO

OShe plays My Little  _ |
Pony with meO Ol love making her
cheeks softO

Notes of Love

Mrs. Pam asked the childrentedl us

why they love their mommiesEhere

some of their responses. | &Cause
she has

OCANDY. food"

SHE
GIVES ME
CANDYO

OShe does EVERYTHING for meO

OShe loves my doggyO



Marissa Skinner January 138 Emily Schultz RELTET
Connor Kniesteadt February 1l Hannah Schultz January 13

Aiden Huttenga February 8
Jonas Cook February 18

Joseph Tessmer February 26

Lena Gardner February 27

Thank youto everyone that submitted questionnaires, pictures or advertisements for this newsletter. Ke

SUBMIT PICTURES, STORIES, & IDEAS TO YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM:
Wendy Martin (Mom to Lauren, 4AM) wmartin1208@yahoo.com
Bob & Dina DeMerell (Parents to Lia & Maria, 3PM) bobdemerell@earthlink.net




A convenient dinner
solution!!!

HazelOs
Home~
CookinO

734-426-FOOD  (3663)

www.hazelshomecookin.com

TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS, CONTACT HOLLY CABANA,

(COST $25 FOR QUARTERPAGE)
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TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS, CONTACT HOLLY CABANA,
HCABANA@C OMCAST.NET (COST $25 FOR QUARTERPAGE)
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